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Egyptian Minister Foreign Affairs reiterated to me this 
morning that present Egyptian position toward Arab League 
is to strengthen it with a view eventually to making 
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with Western world. ‘og 
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ae Egyptian Minister Foreign Affairs referring to previous con-— Oo = 
versations with me reminded me this morning that Voice of the ~j Y 
TOP Arabs as well as. local press have radically moderated their R ™ 
CTA broadcasts in relation to French in North Africa. He said . 3 
"We are still disposed to give Mendes-France his chance". o Fi 
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SUBJECT: 


| Enclosed are clippings from the Egyptian Gazette of Salah Salin's 
January 16 statement in which he invited the Arab Prime Ministers to Cairo 
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on January 22 for the purpose of discussing the serious situation created by — OO 
the announced intention of Turkey and Iraq to con¢lude a defensive alliance. ; 0) 
The enclosed clipping is a good translation of the text of Salim's statement. i nN 
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Enclosure Ke , “ | 
Salah Selim's statement, Egyptian Gazette 
(6 copies) | | 
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to latest M.E. deve 


errr called a miata of the Arab Prime. Ministers to discuss 


the basic principles of Arab cooperation and unity. It is expected 
that the Premiers will meet in Cairo on Sqturday, January 22. 

: was announced last night by. Major Salah Salem, Minister of N tional Gui- 

d ‘Minister of State for Sudan Affairs, who held a. news conferen¢e to explain 


'S,attitude towards ‘the important events now taking place in the Arab world.” 
Egyptian and — 
“journalists at the Ge- 

dquarters of the Re- 














that Egypt has, i. é 
fT oreseht evolution, e 
%. attention towards | 
nations because of its , 
in p apitive and effec- 
among the | 
neh have suffered bot 
@. periods. fol- || 
ily ee and II, and | 
loss of Pa-' | 
‘or the first 
Ro hletors, start- 


fis and en- | 
f fits Andepen- 


nod 4 
als na ce was plan- | 


istart, on a_i 
Daal - Saores co-operation | | 

the sake of the glory and|) 
unity of the Arab nations; be. 
cause this cooperation was the’ 
only .means to put an end: to, 
our. former. ‘calamities, disasters 
and agonies which had resulted 
from’ dissention-~among ~— Arab 
leaders ent ‘the sent of thelr 
attitude: 



















- Salem outlines Govt. attitude 
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\ Ss and en- 
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tie thw 
me ue ia laser was plan- 
ment en istart, on a- 
oan thoroug’ co-operation 


for. the Puake of the lory and 
unity of: the Arab Wations, be- 
cause this cooperation was the 
ony, means to put an end to. 
calamities, disasters 
ond es which had resulted 
from sation among —_ Arab 
leaders l-the diversity of thelr} . 
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ee Policy, 1 

eed . was’ pened. 
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Saran ht of the ‘Arabe the 
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ent 

Semaine prin- 


: Gat Ce ee _for..per- 
sistent-efforts Higthen the 
structure of the, Arab League 
and to maint . unanimous 
ment among its members 
po. ‘en common, independent fo- 
licy approved by them 
ailea they above all free from any 
irect or indirect external in- 
fuente 
' “Egypt also desired that the 
defence of the Arab © states 
should lie on the shoulders of 
their men alone, so as to’make 
sure that this defence be  de-: 
voted yo the service of the 
Arabs and the protection of. 
their interests. This Arab pa:t 
should again be concentrated 
upon so as. to realise its exist- 
ence after it has remained so 
lon, just a sheey of paper. 
gypt has always considered 
the  taeeeation ‘A oe eee pens 
ant fore cy, the reviva 
pa the Ara Arab Coll liective Security 
Pact, and the consolidation - of 
the structure’ of the Arab Lea- 
gue, as the on 4 means to en- 
sure the awakening of the Arab 
ae and the realisation of its 
unity, a unity endeared in the 
eyes of all Arabs, 


WELL PLANNED 


“This is not an incidental po- 
licy of ‘the Egyptian Govern. 
ment. On the contrary, it had 
been ed a long time ago, | 
follo' intensive. studies and 
thorough consultations with all 
Aral’ statesmen. | 

“The Government of Egypt, 
not ny expounded this view- 
point in successive meetings of 
the League, but I was even de- 
legated to visit Arab countries 
to confer with their authorities 
and make further whi Bk 

“Follo these visits, E 
has felt that there is comp 
harmony between her poles” ana 
ae ek ey the Arab _ states. 

is a true expression 
ae cihale ho hopes and ideals, - 

Iraqi, Government has 
resolved to seerade * aeparste 
pact, pective the unani- 
mous aan policy, before the 

b Security Pact comes to life, | 
and without consulting any of! . 
the Governments, This un- 
doubtedly is a serious event that 
‘may, threaten the very existence 
pa @ Arab League and . en- 
e Arab nations as a 

msible authori- 

ies x the Arab nations unanl- 
wee in e as 

the necessity of a+ Fo- 

reign b rs’ conference, ‘anak 
held before the meeting of Ara 

Prime isters, which was ex- 

persea to take place as soon as 


possible. 
“What would eeinees meaning 
of all those mee ? What 
would be the value of an Arab 
to include all of us? What 
id pete Eecence of a 
Lene at combines our gov- 
mments? What would be the 
use, -when one’ o us ‘adopts the 
most serious of decisions with- 
ont Peens the other mem. 
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THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE MONDAY, JAN. 17.1 958 
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Egypt calls meeting | 
of Arab Premiers 


( Cont. from page. 1 » 


tion of foreign policy, abandon 


our Defence Pact and confine 
the efforts of this, League, to 


which are attached.the hopes of 


all our peoples, the coordina- 
tion of-educational and cultural 
programmes?” 

“What senge i re in all 
those efforts that’ have been, and 
are still being.exerted in the 
name of the eet ‘title of the 
“Arab League”? . 

“E has never adopted an 

individual decjsion .regarding its 
most particular Pee Every- 
body might well recall the ques- 
tion of. evacuation of the 
British Troops from the Canal 
Zone and remember that Hgypt 
was continuously Feeping the 
Arab States informed of the de- 
velopments of that question 
thro tps all its stages . and 
that t always discussed 
with its fellow members of the 
League the proposed solution. 
' “Bgypt still believes in the 
channels she is going through in 
full cooperation with her Arab 
brothers, getting ‘rid of every 
foreign uence, — 

“Therefore, the E an Gov- 
ernment has decid summon 
all the Prime Ministers of the 
Arab States + partners to 

ea , 





the Arab ve Security 
Fact _ oe _that this 
meeting be held in Cairo on Sa- 
turday, January 22 — to dis- 
cuss those fundamental prin- 
ciples, in é hope that God 
may guide the Arab leaders to 
avoid a erisis which might se- 
riously endanger the future of 
the Arab nations.” 

“May God guide our stept to 
the right: path.” ce 


QUESTIONS 


Major Salem then answe 


questions, Asked whether it was 


true that’ Iraq had informed 
Egypt about the steps leadin 


8. 
to-its pact—with Turkey, Major'| sq) 


Salem said that the whole mat- 
ter was complete surprise to 
Eeypt. He believed that the reat 
0 ie 


Arab -countries were,-inz 


the same position. 


Jn. answer to another question, 
Major Salem said that the invi- 










ters’ meeting, had been extend- 
ed to Iraqi Premier Nury el\Said. 


the Arab Collective Security Pact 
reasible, and to keep aloof from 
other Pacts” ‘he said. 


“This policy was agreed upon 







nobody said an, 


surprise to all,” he added, 
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tation to the Arab Prime Minis- 


“Our main concern is to migke 


|by all the Arab authorities, and 
ything to the con- 
trary, until the step of the Iraqi 
| ernment which came as a 








Anied, Shether Traq would be 
a the. Arab ie 





forts to making the Arab Collect- 
ive Security Pact. feasible,” he 
went on. 

Continuing, he said: “At Sar- 
sank, we agreed. that El Sayed 


Nury el Said should discuss de- 


tails in- Egypt. When he arrived, 
it was obvious.that there was a 
divergence of opinion between 
Egypt and Iraq’s points of view. 

“In his-talks with Prime Minis- 
ter Gamal Abdul Nasser, the 
Iraqi Premier: hinted about a 
pact without defining the part- 
icipants countries, but later, he 
roposed that such a ‘pacts would 
nclude Turkey, Pakistan, Iraq, 
Persia, and the United States. 
He talked about including ne or 
more.of these cauntries in the 
Pact, but he said that this was 
merely a suggestion, 


MADE CLEAR. 


“It was made quite glear to 
him that Egypt adhered to its 
policy of not committing ’'itself 
to anything outside the; sompe of 
the Arab Collective Security 
Pact.” ' 

‘One reporter said that. \\Mgypt . 
had made great but itful, 
efforts in the field of A po-, 
licy, and asked whether Bgypt 
was prepared to make“more sa- 
crifices. : vty I 

Major Salem did not agree 
with the questioner that’ those 
efforts, were useless, and said’ 
that, there was no bt that 
those efforts had produéed fruit- 
ap results among the: 
ples. 





people are in full agreement 
with Egypt, and that they agree 
with our policy of nat 
minated by any force gr camp,” 
he added. , 
“Weare looking forward.:to a 
new era.in which Arab unity 
would be prominent in the field’ 
af international affairs” he 
‘went on.. : 
Asked how Egypt could unite 
Arab nee while Iraq and 
Egypt each, had jts own 
agreement with Britain, Major 
em said: “As far-as-Egypt is 
concerned, I should like ita point 
that the Agreement: with Brit- 
ain does not provide for any de- 



















ing the installations for five 
years after Evacuation. . 
One reporter said that there 
wag talk in Europe more than a 
year ago about the contents of} 
& pact between Jraq and Turkey, 
and asked whether Egyptian 
ambassadors abroad had contact- 
ed their Government about these 
TM lajor Selom gall ibat: ievnt 

or em ha sYP 
had received contradictory news 
about the question last year, but 
othing officfal was received 
x om Iraq. 1 
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tion of forei olicy, abandon; Went on. 7 ; 
our Defence Pact and confine| Continuing, he said: “At  Sar- 
the efforts of Ts e, to sank, we agreed that Hil Sayed 
Which ane alta epee of| Nury el Said should discuss de- 
all our peoples. to tHe coordina:|if' vas "obvious that there was 8 
tion of-ed' cational d cultural divergence of opinion between 
programmes: t and iraq’s points of view. 


in all 
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naipthenl seeldlog meanttiog te 
ua. _yegarding 
most particular problems, Every- 
body ra t es borat the ques- 
tion of tion. of the 
British’ ) ‘from the Canal 


Zone and remember that Egypt 
wan, aaa PRE, 
ra es informed of the de- 
‘ of that question 
hout all itg stages and 
that t always. discussed } 
with its fellow members of the 
League the p ed solution. 

“Bgypt ‘still believes in. the 
channels she is going through in 
full cooperation with her Arab 
brothers, afctting rid of every 
foreign influence. 


“Therefore, the E an Gov- 
ernment has. decid summon 
all the Prime Ministers of the 
Arab States partners to 
the Arab Q ve ‘Security 
ea — e eg. that this, 
meeting be held in Cairo on Sa- 
turday, January 22 — to dis- 
cuss those fundamental prin- 
ciples, aR e hope that God 
may guide the Arab leaders to 
avoid a erisis which might se- 
riously endanger the future of 
the Arab nations.” 

“May God guide our stept to 
the right path.” ; 


QUESTIONS 


* Major Salem then answered 
questions, Asked whether it was 
true that Iraq had _ informed 
Egypt about the steps leading 
Major 
Salem said that the whole mat- 
ter wag a complete surprise to 
Egypt. He believed that the rest, 
of the Arab -c 
the same position. 


In. answer to another question, 


aeeroe Salem said that the invi- 


tation to the Arab Prime Minis- 
ters’ meeting, had been extend- 
ed to Iraqi Premier Nury el Said. 

“Our main ‘concern igs to make 
the Arab Collective Security Pact 
reasible, and to keep aloof from 
other Pacts” ‘he said. 


“This policy was agreed upon 


by all the Arab authorities, and h 


ngbody said anything to the con- 
trary, until the step of the Iraqi; 
Goyernment which came as a 
surprise to all,” he added. 
Asked whether Iraq would be 
expelled from the. Arab League 
if it insisted on its attitude, the 
Minister replied that it was up 


this matter. 


Egyp 
“In his talks with 


Prime Minis- 
ter Gama} Abdul Nagser, the 
Iraqi Premier hinted about a 


act without defining the part- 

Joipanta countries, but later, he 
pened that such a ‘pact would 
nelude Turkey, Pakistan, Iraq. 
Persia, and the United. States. 
He talked about including bné or 
more of these countries in the 
Pact, but he said that thig\ was 
merely a suggestion, 


MADE CLEAR, 


“It was "made quite ¢lear to 
him that Egypt adhered to its 
policy of not committing''itself 
to anything outside the, soppe of 
the: Arab Collective Security 
Pact.” { 

One reporter said that \Bpypt 
had made great but w itful, 
efforts in the field of ; po-, 
licy, and asked whether Begypt 
was prepared to make’ more sa- 
crifices. ' 5 : 

Major Salem did not. agree 
with the questioner that «those 
efforts were useless, and said 
that, there was no deubt that 
those efforts had produéed fruit- 
ot results: among the Arab peo- 
ples. | 

“I am confident that. dhe Arab 
people are in full agreement 
with Egypt, and that they agree 
with our policy of nat being do- 
minated by any forca or camp,” 
he added. 

“We are looking forward to a 
new era in which Arab unity 
would be prominent in the field 
of international affairs” he 
went on. 

Asked how Egypt could unite 
Arab efforts, while Iraq and 
Egypt each, had its own 
Bgreement with Britain, Major 
Salem said: “As far az Egypt is 
concerned, I ‘should like to point 
that the Agreement: with Brit- 
ain: does not provide for any de- 


countries were: iQ|fensive obligations on our part. 


It is only a matter of maintain- 
ing the installations for five 
years after Evacuation. . 

One reporter said that there 

Wag talk in Europe more than a 
year ago about the contents of 
@ pact between Iraq and Turkey, 
and asked whether Egyptian 
ambassadors abroad had contact- 
ed their Government about ‘these 
reports. - : 
Major Salem said that Egypt 
ad received contradictory news 
about the question last year, but 
nothing officfal was received 
‘rom Iraq. 








|to. Arab Premiers to decide on | 


“Major Salem said emphatical- |, 


ly that Egypt would not with- 
qdaraw from the League if Iraq 


persisted in its policy! 

When Major Salem was asked 
whether the Arab Premiers’ 
meeting would entail the post- 
ponement of the Arab Supreme 
Defence Council meeting, he 
said, “I believe that the meeting 
of Prime Ministers will draw up 
the basig for Arab policy, and 
it would he . futile to discuss 
other questions before the  re- 
sults of the meeting are known” 


AGAINST ISRAEL ? 


Commenting en a statement 
by El Sayed Fares el Khoury, 
the Syrian Prime Minister, to 
the effect that the Iraqi-Turco 
Pact was directed against Israel, 
Major Salem said he believed 
that Turkey wags not concerned 
about defending itself against 
and that in any case, 
sucha statement not emanated 
from Iraq itself. 


Asked by a: foreign correspon- 
dent whether, as an independent 
country, Iraq could not act in- 
dividyally, Major Salem said that 
Iraq was certainly at liberty to 
do whatever it. liked, but, on 
the other hand, the Arab coun- 
tries were free to take any de- 
cisions they like. 

Major Salem pointed out that 
it ould not he forgotten that 
there ig an Arab League Charter 
and an Arab Collective Security 
Pact. He cited the example of 
the Atlantic Pact, and wondered 
whether cauntries which © joined 
it could follow a policy that 
wag against that pact. 
‘In‘reply to another qpestion, 
Major Salem said that the step 
taken’ by Iraq constituted a vio- 
lation of his talks at Sarsank 
with the Iraqi authorities. i 
. “We pointed aut a 

Ww euld devote our’ ef- 
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| Ahmed Abboud PASHA the Egyptian industrialist well known to tha Depe 
and this Embassy for many years, commented on March 12 to the reporting : 
in the following sense. = 


"I recently had a long talk with NASSER and AMER, I told jem rr 
| frankly that I could not see what Egypt had to gain|from its new 
ment with Syria and Saudi Arabia. I told them that all of the excitement 
over the Turk=Iraqi Pact had done nothing to help business, 


Vy - 
gee ek 


"I am not sure how much impression I made, Nasser is very bit 
with regard to Iraq. The more I think about it, the more it seems #0 | 
me that at the heart of the Iraq-Turkey dispute is the feud between 
Nasser and Nuri. : 


09 peuinjiey eg 1snw 
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"It does not seem to me that it is any of Egypt's business what 
Iraq does with Turkey." 


Comments It would be surprising if Abboud Pasha thought on any other 
line. His large business connections with the United States and the United 
Kingdom cause him to be completely pro-Western in outlook. On the other hand, 
his genius for survival, even under the R.C.C. regime, has rested in part upon 
his capacity for keeping his mouth shut. If he did speak to Nasser as he says he 
did, it would be a display of some courage on his part. 
i { . & 


Abboud is one of those Egyptians who believes that only troubles have come 
from Egypt's dabbling in Arab affairs; they beliew that Egypt will be more pros- 
perous and more respected if it moves away from Arab politics and concentrates 
on its internal problems, 7 0 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 502 REPEATED INFORMATION. CAIRO 96 BA (Sie 
CIA ANKARA 72 LONDON PARIS TEHRAN BEIRUT AMMAN JIDDA o 
heyy PASS. DEFENSE ) : | s 
AIR Colonel Adnan Melki, Army G-3, informed Assistant Arm a 
NAVY March. 16 he going Cairo “within 2 deys" end would reme@n OQ = 
4-5 days. Pressed re purpose visit, Melki admitted it con- ~~ 
cerned Syro-Saudi-Egyptian plans for. unified army. | h 2 
i. * et 
Camment: Malki participated in military talks here Sursag / © s 
visit Selah Salim. His presence Cairo may therefore relate to oO) 
preparation background papers and drafts. oe eee Arab | nN 3 
| Chiefs of Governments conference which presumably will drew up Ol = 
definitive agreements on basis Merch @ Syro-Egyptian declaration.) 
or ; So smb 
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: Ee NO: ‘600, March 22, 4 p.m. 


spo OR 
C SENT “DEPARTMENT 800, REPEATED INFORMATION: CATRO 166, AMMAN 134, 
han _ JERUSALEM 126, BEIRUT, DAMASCUS, BAGHDAD UNNUMBERED. ~ 


*OLI Statement by Egyptian Minister of National Guidance, Salah galeq™ 
carried in Reuter report March 20 that key to middle east defen 
OCB lay in Negev desert triangils and that Egypt and Arab states mast 
USIA have uninterrupted overland link before they could openly. side \ 
ore with west, evoked oe reaction here. = - , Ol 
Foreign Ministry spokesman's statement published aii papers AS 
March 22. Spokesman jdeclared: "No part, of! Israel's territory 13 yj 
at disposal of anyoue to serve as quid’ pro quo for political Or gy 
military arrangement!of any kind nor for any other purpose., oi 
Whether Egypt does or does not join western defense alliance is 
entirely her own business. But if she does. decide to jotn, it 
is idle for her to assume that she can exact blackmail at expense 
of Istael territorial integrity" statement. seen here he said as 
"another device of Egyptian war propaganda against Israel. It 
f would appear that Major Salem still has a great deal to learn if 
his ideas are to become adjusted to reality of situation and. in 
such a@ manner as to enable him to play a constructive part in 
- political councils- of middle east. ; 
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op SENT DEPARTMENT 817, REPEATED INFORMATION POUCH JERUSALEM, -~ ® 
ND LONDON, PARIS, BAGHDAD, AMMAN, BETRUT, CAIRO, DAMASCUS. — 


OLI 
Bes Hebrew dailies March 22 and 23 have thus far devoted 
ocB editorials to Seleh Salem statement on Negev (EMBTEL 800). 
«USIA Summaries editorials follow: 

CIA ae 
HAARETZ (Independent). March 22: , Salem made statement because 
he is not sure of Damascus! Loyalty to tripartité alliance. 
Egypt must therefore step up her efforts in direciion Jordan. 


Selem statement is essentially step intended, pley importent 
part in present stege of £ -Turkey strife. Jordanians are 
clever enough to see through this. 


Of peuinjey og ISMN JUCMMD0g STUL 


ggre-9/98°rL9 ™ 


DAVAR (Histedrut) Merch 22: Egypt's rulers know there cen 

be no solution to regionel problems or to peace with Israel st 
expense of part of Israel's territory. It is also not within 
their power to cut off Negev from State and from Israel's 
national future. Thus they direct their demands to Western 
powers, in course of their argument with them over regional 
ae This defense, however, cannot be bought at price 

of Negev. : 


GS61 86 Udi 
CaTL.t 


This Egyptian ides sbout Negev passageway shows how far ‘ 
Egyptien rulers are today from fitness for serious role whic 
they demand for themselves in Middle Hest. 


Egyptisn disregerd not only of reality that is Isreel, 
but.also of Areb reality proves opportunist nature her policy 
Unrealistic pronouncements her spokesmen sre connected with o 
. actions her envoys in Negev, who, with their murder and * a2 
provocation, create tension described in Burns! report. Lateges 
statement shows world how provocative tien intentions are ( 
and how right Israel is in her firm stand. 


lvI 


HABO (General Zionist) Merch 22: Certain. political | 

_ circles will want to view Salem's statement es Egyptian "gestu 
' of giving up her plans for wiping out Israel. Statement, howeves, 
conteims contradiction. Inasmuch es Selem shows "eltruism" in[ft!) 
suggesting thet, for good ae ne defense, Negev be handed 6 

| over to Jordan rather then Egypt, he will be uneble to object 
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to alternative method which will not demand unjustified and 
unnecessary territorial sacrifices on Israel's part. 


ZMANIM (Progressive) March 23: Salem's! declaration is ° 

not accidental. Egypt's conflict over Arab defence pact is 
about to end in failure and shé is preparing first move towards: 
approsching West. She does not want, however, to take this 

step without reaping political profits. To surprise of ;public 
opinion, it becomes clear that Jordan is willing poh ola Od Neer 
favor. Jordan suffers from no lack of territory and an! addition 
of this type of srea will only add hundreds of kilometres of 
winding borders and an additional 200,000 refugees to the 

480, 000 already inside Jordan. 


It appears Salem's proposal will not find attentive 
listeners in West. Proposal was politely termed "unrealistic" 
and official British circles returned to support of Tripartite 
Declseration'. 


Salem ignored one basic factor - Israel herself. Israel... 
has announced that in general negotiations for peace she has 
at her disposal suggestions insuring overland connections 
between Arab states. Essence idea Negev could be used for 

. political bees tite shows lack political maturity among’ 
Egyptian officer Whole incident would be merely ridiculous, 
did it not conta 0 dangerous revelation - attempt to turn 
Israel's territory and borders into bargaining matter between 
states in ordér to satisfy their wants and interests. 


HERUT (Herut) March 22: Only innovation about Selem' 3 | 
declaration is his generosity, -1.e., bestowing Negev. on Jordan. 
This in itself provides answer to question of why he chose this 
particular time for his announcement and who is behind it. 


Jordan rule over Southern Palestine is an old British 

dream, for thereby Britain would gain worthy substitute for 

her erstwhile Suez base. Pro ject is not surprising, for 

after having lost Egypt and Iraq to U. S. influence, Jordan 

is only British stronghold left. Consolidation of this 
"artificial creation" would make Jordan the bridge. between: 
Egypt, Ssudi-Arabia. and Syria, and set up-British-dominsated 
‘bloc parallel to Turco-Iraqi one. Egyptien hegemony in region 
would thus be reinstated, and Britain's DaLLNeey and political 
standing in ME consolidated. 


LAMERCHAV (Leachdut Hasvoda) March 23: ~ i ores 
cut Israel off from Negev is not new, appearing even in Bernadotte © 
| Plan. It \ . 
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plan. It is possible even that suggestion did not come from 
Egyptian sources this time, but was plotted out by London sand 
Washington. «It is possible that it was not accidental that 
plan was released just before Security Council sssembled. 

Won't Western delegates in Security Council grasp st this 
propossl which opens new "vistas" before them for Egypt's 
participation in their strategic military plans at such small 
cost, namely, pressure on isreel ‘to give up Southern Negev for 
good of "regional defense" and even, es well, for cresting 
opening for "easing tension" between Isreel and Arabs!?° 


ome result will srise from this showing of their cards;. 
basis for tensions produced by Egyptien rulers slong Gaza 
border has been revealed. Therefore we will deny Security 
Council 911 moral basis:for motion of censure of Isreel, if 
one is forthcoming, sand we will conscript forces with greater 
intensity to defeat any plans to cut off Negev from Isrsel. 


AL HAMISHMAR (Mapamm) March 22: Britain -and US know quite 
well what is price Egypt demands in return for cooperation with | 
West. Salem's generous propossal, entirely at expense Israel's 
territorial integrity, is made for "holy, aim" of "regional - 
defence", in which Israel ss well clsims' right to a 


Egeyptisn Minister has his plan pat. Does West need 

regional defense orgenization for sttack on Russia? Can do, 

says Selem, but Isrsel is in way and prevents Eg pt's immed 4 iste 
transformation into "firm link" in chain mpeie 1 ‘and ‘strategic 
Western bases between NATO sand SEATO. 


This plsen, then, paletable, so it appears, to Mr. Dulles 

and expected by Egypt to be received . favorably in Washington. 
Even before Salem's statement, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR's 
correspondent at UN wrote that "9 pro-Israel Western statesman 
maintains that "compromises will be demanded from Israel 
concerning her borders and the refugees' and even indicated 
that 'Western powers plan sccept Arab conditions for peace'". 


KOL HAAM (Communist) Merch 22: Old Imperialist 
("Bernadotte") plan of cutting off Negev and. turning it into 
agressive military base of US and Britain in ME has now been, 
revived by S lem. Statement is added proof that policy present 
' government, namely, support for regional defence bloc and . 
pleading to be included it it jeopardizes Israel's sovereignty 
and very existence. 
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Editorial Comment on meetsae Middle East Policies [pd tres 
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There is enclosed a copy of an  eiibbartal from The Hindu, March 2k, 
concerning Egyptian policy vis-a-vis Israel and the Arab st states). 


The editor describes that policy as being one of trying to maintain ( 
Egyptian leadership of the Arab states by endeavoring, on the one hand, ; 
to counterbalance the Turco-Iraqi Pact with an Egyptian-Syrian-Saudi \ 
Arabian pact and, on the other hand, by taking a firmer line against 


Of special interest is the editor's vieagndidion of U.S. efforts 
to bring about cooperative efforts by Jordan, Syria, and Israel to 
utilize the waters of the Jordan River for their mutual benefit, although , 


he expresses the belief that the recent Gaza incident has halted these 
American efforts, at least for the present. 
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MAR 29 1955 aR 


‘The effect of this appreciation of American goodwill is gomewhat 

. spoiled in the next paragraph, however, when the editor states that "the 
trouble is that the Great Powers, both the Anglo-~Americans and the U.S.S.R., 
think of the countries of the Middle East only in terms of using them as 


pieces in the continuing game of power politics," 


The editorial ends with an admonition to the Nasser Government that 


it cannot achieve its plans for improving internal conditions within 
Egypt if it sal hea away its energies in keeping . mee — 
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The Hindu, Editorial dated March 2h, 1955 | 


EGYPT'S POLICY 


MAJOR SALAH SALEM, Egyptian Minister, seems to feel that "the next few days 
will be crucial" inasmuch as he expects to Imow by then whether the Western 
Powers are willing to accept Egypt's terms for her cooperation. . His latest 
proposal is that the Negeb triangle’, now an important part of the State of Isreel, 
should be handed over to an Arab State, say Jordan. If this is done the Major 
feels that it might be possible for the Arab States to consider siding with the 
West and playing their part in Middle Eastern defense; On the other hand there 
is the widespread impression, which Col. Nasser's talk with Indian joumalists in 
Cairo the other day seems to confirm, that Egypt is firmly wedded to a policy of 
neutralism, Clearly the Turco-Iraqi Pact, which has the full approval of the ' 
U.S. and the; U.K., has upset Egyptian calculations considerably. Egyptian diplomacy 
has been trying to build up another Arab alliance, if not against, at least to 
balance, the Turco-Iraqi Pact. Major Salem has stated plainly that his country 
is prepared to accept that pact as a fact if the two countries concerned are willing 
to accept the new Egyptian-Syrian-Saudi Arabian Pact |\as another fact. 


The Nasser regime is wedded to a policy of maintaining Egyptian guidance and 
leadership of the Arab States and one of the methods by which it has sought to 
strengthen. its hold among Arabs has been to take a firmer line against Israel 
and the Jews, Major Salah Salem's impossible proposal regarding the Negeb triangle 
has been denounced by Israel as "black-mail". The Gaza incident. has shown that 
both Israel and Egypt are "trigger-happy" in a tense area and the peace of the 
world may well be affected by the developments there. There can be no Middle 
Eastern defence pact until the Arab States recognize the continued, thou gh . 
undoubtedly precarious, existence of Israel. The refugees in the Gaza strip and 
along the Jordan frontier have’ also added to the tensim. A solution for this 
problem can only be sought along the lines of Israel accepting responsibility for 
rehabilitating a few thousands of them while other Arab States undertake to take 
in the rest. The refugees ought to be resettled, not used for creating tension 
and riots and worse. In an area not notably rich in natural resources, it has been © 
repeate urged that only cooperative efforts between Jordan, Syria and Israel 
could result in the exploitation. of the waters of the Jordan for the bene fit of 

_all the three countries, The U.S. in particular, has been trying to bring about 
such coopération, though the unfortunate Gaza incident seems to have put a stop 
to these efforts at least for the present. There is really no alternative to 
cooperation in this arid area. 


In Israel itself politics seem to have developed in two ways. The Activists 
are for "direct action": against the Arab States, thus compelling a recognition of 
the State of Israel. Those who believe in Co-existence argue that the only wise 
policy is to practise "restraint in the face of Arab provocation" and "to pursue 
the path of collaboration with the West". Israel is naturally afraid that 
Western efforts to strengthen the armed forces of any Arab State would lead 

| inevitably to these forces being used against her. The trouble is that | | 
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the Great Powers, both the Anglo-Americans and the U.S.S.R., think of the 
countries of the Middle East only in terms of. using them as pieces in the 
continuing game of power politics. No Middle-Eastern defence alliance, it must 
be remembered, can really be effective wtil Israel and the Arab States have 
learned to live in peace with each other. Here it would be wise of Egypt to 
give the lead; for the Army regime has shown in the past that it is capable of 

_ undertaking decisive and constructive steps. The Nasser Government have an 

- ambitious plan for revolutimising the internal condition in Egypt. They cannot 
afford to fritter away their energies in keeping up the tension against Israel, 
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All of today's Baghdad Arabic language dailies report that Sayyid > x 
Abdul Jalil al-RAWI, the Iraqi Minister in Damascus, yesterday informed ° @ 
the Arab News Agency representative in that city, after having called on © fi 
the Syrian Prime Minister, that responsible Iragi officialw had informed . () 2 
him during his recent visit to Baghdad on consultation that the Govern- . “4 
ment of Iraq will consider any.aggression on the part of Israel against a 8 
an Arab state as an act of aggression against Iraq itself. The Govern- .- © ~ 
ment of Iraq, he reportedly added, will hasten to the assistance of any & 
Arab state against which such ‘aggression is committed, whether a Pact Ow 
exists or not, since Iraq considers the Arab Collective Security Pact to ant 
be in FERS Hs Oo 
; / O 
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‘Transmitted herewith is a translation of an edito “wtar4 = 
Colonel Abdel NASSER's policies, written by Kesrouan ILA , * dae! E 
which appeared in the June 12 issue of the Beirut French- 5.0. <>” & 
language daily Le Soir. = oe Be o 
ra Bes c 
In this editorial entitled "Tactlessness and nnakiendly BB = 
Labaki refers to Abdel Nasser's efforts to establish his 


I> 
influence throughout the Moslem world, describes some of his 
"unfortunate initiatives" which he. blames on Nasser's "taste 
for the sensational" and on his "lack of political maturity", 
and asks whether Lebanon will, let itself be led into a course 
which is "contrary to its interests, its tradition, and its 
concept of relations between individuals and peoples". 


9971-9/98*7L9 


Also enclosed is a translation of another editorial which 


appeared in Le Soir of June 4 and in which labaki discusses 
the Egyptian recognition of Communist China, 


Kesrouan Labaki is a young Maronite whose stiteriala 
consistently reflect strong pro-Western sentiments and who has 
shown great courage in defending Western policies against the 
vicious sstacee of the Leftist, pro-Saudi and pro-Egyptian 
press. 


His uneasiness over Recvitan xenophobia and the fellow- 
travelling tendencies of Abdel Nasser as well as the increasing 
‘signs of a developing Egyptian imperialism, is typical of 
sentiments expressed privately in Christian circles. At this 
point, however, few Christians in Lebanon have the courage to 
oppose publicly the wave of fanatic, Moslem nationalism which is 
sweeping the Arab world and is gathering momentum even among 
the Moslems in their midst. An illustration of this Christian 
attitude was recently given to an Embassy officer by Raymond 

EDDE, leader of the National Bloc aes 
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| Arab world", expressed his regret that the Lebanese Christians "the 
most progressive elements in the Arab world" should follow meekly 
behind the "Saudi bedouins" and the "Egyptian colonels" but asked 
"How can we, a small group of Christians, who are merely tolerated 
in the Moslem world, reverse the sinister course of Arab politics 
_when even the United States, the greatest power in the world, appears’ 
to be afraid of Abdel Nasser?". 


™ 


Donald R. Heath 
, dé 
Enclosures: //° © , 


1, Translation of Editorial Entitled 
"Tactlessness and Greatness", 


! 2.) Translation of Editorial Entitled 
"Commnist China or American Aid". 


Distribution: | 

"ee: AnEmbassy, Cairo 

_ Dept please pass to other Arab caps, 
Paris, London, and Ankara. 
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, | | ‘TRANSLATION / ) 
| from le Soir, June 12, 1956 : | | 
For the Evacuation of Sue 
we a | 
TACTLESSNESS AND GREATNESS —_/ 


By Kesrouan LABAKT 


Is tactlessness a sign of greatness? P 
At the sight of what is happening in Cairo, ,one cannot help asking this 
question. ! 


‘The disproportionate ambitions of the Egyptian leaders are no longer a 
secret. President Abdel Nasser, who is. about to get himself elected -- and 
in such a drole manner -- President of the Republic, no longer contents him- 
self with exercising leadership of the Arab world; he wishes to extend that 
leadership to the whole Mosiem-world:-at-Rabat-where he is playing the Sultan's 
card and, simultaneously, that of the Liberation Army; at Tunis, where‘ he has 
sent a representative to Habib Bourguiba and where he is supporting the Youssefist 
rebellion; at Tripoli, Libya; at Jidda; at San'aa; at Damascus and even at Karachi. 


Colonel Abdel Nasser is projecting himself even beyond the Arab and. Moslem 
countries. We saw him at Bandung posing as a third Great -- after Mao tse Tung 
‘and Nehru -- of the Afro-Asian peoples. We saw him in Burma and India. We 
shall soon see him at Belgrade at the side of Marshal Tito whom he has obviously 
taken as a model, — 


Head of the largest of the Arab states, Colonel Abdel Nasser wants to see 
himself President of a world power and -- on the strength of a series of, 
unfortunate or, at least, debatable initiatives -- believes he is already 
acting like one. . 

His short-sighted policy towards foreign and Christian schools: having 
failed sufficiently to discredit his regime, Colonel Abdel Nasser -has gone 
further; he has just: 


1) 4nvited the new Soviet Foreign Minister to attend the ceremonies 
of the evacuation of the last contingents of British troops from 
the Suez Canal area, and ad 


2) ordered, contrary to usage and tradition, that no military honors 
be rendered to the British battalions leaving the Egyptian terri- 
tory. 


No doubt, Colonel Abdel Nasser has the absolute right to invite, not ‘ 
* | only Mr. Shepilov, but also Messrs. Bulganin and Krushchey. It's the occasion | 
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| of the invitation which we find untimely and which reveals, in today's master 
of Egypt, a taste for the sensational, and a lack of political maturity which 
are, to sey the least, disquieting. 


It's not only in London that the participation of Mr. Sethe: in the 
evacuation ceremonies will be resented, but. also in Paris and Washington as 
well as in all the Western chanceries and in most Arab capitals. At a time 
when she is about to acquire total sovereignty, Egypt could have very well 
contented herself with giving the evacuation an essentially national character. 
At the most, she could have availed herself of the opportunity to assert her 
authority vis-a-vis the Arabs and the Moslem world in general. But in the 
presence of Mr. Shepilov, the Cairo ceremonies will take on a political signif- 
icance: that of an Egypt breaking its ties with Great Britain and the West 
and turning more and more to the USSR, the people's democracies and the Comm- 
nist world, towing in her wake Syria and a few other Arab states, while inspiring 
the majority of the League members with a fplly justified astonishment and 
serious doubts and reservations. When he condemns the Baghdad Pact and opposes . 
its extension towards Jordan, Colonel Abdel Nasser should at least be careful 
to uaa himself at an equal distance between the East and the West. 


“With the evacuation and the simultaneous visit of Mr,’ Shepilov, Egypt is 
certainly not crossing from the Western camp to the Eastern, She is closing 
one door and,opening slightly another. (But) This is neither prudent, nor 
skilful, nor "pretty". é . 

When he refuses military honors to the last British contingents evacuating 
Egypt, Colonel Abdel Nasser, who, was a soldier himself, disobeys the inter- 
national laws of courtesy and, almost, of good manners observed by all the 
soldiers of the world. 


Military honors were given to the French Army on the occasion of its 
departure from Beirut, and, recently, from Saigon. Military honors were given 
to the British Army when it left Baghdad. Military honors are even given on ' 

all occasions and all over the world by the victors to the vanquished. 


But no one has ever claimed that the British Army has been chased out of 
the Canal Zone by the valiant Egyptian Army. 


On the contrary, the evacuation of the imperial forces from Suez was 
effected by virtue of an agreement which rendered Egypt, theoretically at 
least, the ally of Great Britain and of all the powers of the Atlantic Pact. 


Thus, Colonel Abdel Nasser's decision would appear to have been meant 
for internal consumption. The decision has been taken to strike the imagination 
of the good old Egyptian fellah. To make up for an absence of real social 
reforms, Colonel Abdel Nasser is offering his electors of June 23 a gest ; 
_  @ gesture which will be interpreted in Upper and Lower Egypt as a final sohae= 
cration of independence and sovereignty and which, he hopes, will consolidate 
| the regime. 
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If, in order to consolidate his position, he has to resort to such | 
manifestations, Colonel Abdel Nasser's regime cannot be very solid. 


But that is another story. 


ainda 
Perhaps it is not for us, a Lebanese journal, to broach this subject. 
Indeed we would not have broached such a subject if the discredited govern- 
ment of Abdallah Yafi were not vulgarily drawn by the attraction of the 
Egyptian regime. 


} 


~~ . t ‘ 


Henceforth, Beirut mst show considerable vigilance on the Arab terrain. 
Indeed, for us, it is no longer a matter of merely finding out whether Egypt 
is going to win against Iraq the battle for Jordan. We must know if we are 
going to allow ourselves to be led into following a foreign policy that is 
contrary to our interests, our traditions, and even our concept of relations 
between individuals and between peoples. _ 


\ 
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TRANSLATION 
| . from Le Soir, June 4, 1956 
A Choice Must Be ade : J 


COMMUNIST CHINA OR AMERICAN AID 


By Kesrouan LABAKI 





After giving leave to the representative of Free Poland, it seems that 
the Government of Messrs. _Emile Boustany an Abdullah Yafi wants to recognize 
Communist China. 


But the recognition of Peking poses problems which will not be easily 
by-passed, and will furthermore be opposed by fairly large sections of the 
population and several of the leaders of the country, in and outside of the 
Government. . 


The first question to ask Mr. Boustany and Mr. Yafi is the following: 
Why should Lebanon recogniz today the Government of Communist China? 


The recognition of Commnist China could be justified if we were in 
conflict with the Government of formosa; if the delegate of Chiang Kaicheck 
at the UN and at the Security Council followed a hostile policy towards. us: 

- or perhaps against the Arabs in general; if we were directly or indirectly 
under the influence of Mao-Tse-Tung; if China were our main supplier of 
equipment goods or if she bought our apples and vegetables. 


But Communist China belongs to a world which is not ours and in fact 
we have with her no political, cultural, or economic relations, at: least for 
_the time being. 


Some will say, undoubtedly, that Lebanon is represented at Moscow and 
that Czech, Yugoslav and Soviet. Ministers are accredited at Beirut. 


To this we will reply that the USSR and some of the popular demooracies 
of Europe - Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia particularly - ara not Communist 
China. 


The USSR*is a great’ world power which has a seat at the Security Council 
and plays a determining political role on the international scene. A little 
country like ours - even if tied to the Western Powers - cannot afford the 

- luxury of giving her the cold shoulder. 


As for the popular democracies of Europe, they are not for us "at the 
| other’ end of the World". Czechoslovakia is a ane with an old jobviltzation, | 
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The Czech industry is one of ‘the best equipped in Europe and the Czechs are 
the first foreign customers for our fruit production. 


For us then, Communist China cannot be compared ‘to the USSR or to 
Czechoslovakia. 


It is only to follow the example of Egypt. - as Syria followed the 
example of Egypt - that Mr. Boustany and Mr. Abdallah Yafi want to establish 
diplomatic relations with the Peking Government. 


But, in spite of the personal promises of Mr. Abdallah Yafi and 
Mr. Boustany, Lebanon is not a satellite of Egypt, and does not have to 
follow in the footsteps of Colonel Abdel Nasser, especially in view of the 
_ fact that if the general policies and decisions of Colonel Abdel Nasser were 
to be applied in Beirut, Lebanon would lose its special character and the 
reason for its existence. 


If we had to recognise Commnist China in order to align our — 
with that of Egypt, why could we not also order the compulsory teaching of 
the Koran at the Collége de la Sagense and why could we not also close the 
St. Joseph University and the AUB? Why could we not impose press censor- 
ship, dissolve the political parties, throw the. opposition leaders in jail, 
and suppress all liberties? 


For My. Abdallah Yafi and Me. Emile ae these questions are perhaps 
of little interest. 


| They are, pene for the overwhelming ma jority of the Lebanese people. 


Lebanon whieh has no valid reason to rnaenan Comminiat China, has, 
however, good reasons not to recoghise it. ‘ 
We say it loudly without the slightest hesitation: as long as Lebanon 
will accept and solicit the technical, financial and economic aid of the | 
United States, it mist avoid, in foreign policy, any initiative directed 
in one way or another against the Government of Washington, 


‘The United States has participated in the construction of the Khalde 
International Airport. It is participating in the construction of our 
super-highways. It has appropriated in Lebanon $21 million within its 
foreign, aid program. It has offered $5 million for reconstruction, It 

| places at our aoe an army of benevolent: technicians. 


What do we get from Communist China? And Why - for what moral, political, 
or economic benefits - should we sacrifice American aid? 


The general meee ene of the Yafi Government ‘have already cost | pee 
| to this country... 
_- It is time to sine of limiting the damge. 
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In the course ofja long conversation at lumach today, Mr. Meroz and I discussed, 
at length the problem of Israel's ;jand the United States' future relations with 
Nasser. Meros started off by playing the now familiar theme that Israel trusts ~ 
that the U.Z. is becoming aware of what Israel had been aware of for some time, 0) 
namely, the planning and international political maneuvering of Nasser prove that | | 
he is not only unreliable but is acting contrary to the interests of the Western  _. 
powers in the area. Wasser is making a clear and increasing drive for political oO 
dominance in the entire Near and Middle East, and this will make it ee ol 
for the U.8. to deal with him from now on, ~ © 


Having said this » he said he wanted to express. his conviction that the future 
of our policy interests in the area was not hopeless’ and that he wished to suggest 
that pressures might be brought to bear by the U.S. ch would have a salutary effect 


_ om removing Nasser from the picture. ' He said that he believed that Iraq was one of 
' the keys to our future in the area and that he would to suggest that ways and. 


means ought to be explored with the Iraqis on how Nasser's influence could be v4 
lessened or how Nasser himself could be eliminated as a factor in the area. He aLac 
said that. Israel's officials were becoming aware of the fact that Nasser was < 
arousing certain resentments against himself in the Arab-Asian bloc. . Specifically, | 
so was setae tee tae increasingly concerned bl the Se ee of strength which Nas 





making for himself. Rather naturally, Nehru to remain in the pivotal - 10 

postition of strength in the Bloc and therefore he could not Welcome much further ~ =O 
sement of Nasser. Meros made a hasty reference to the fact that neN 

od that Nehru would be here next month thereb implying we might wis to. g—V 

= with Mr. Nehra his present and future rela s with Nasser. <— a poe oA 
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In reply I said that I thought that it was clear that we were far from. 
satisfied with Nawser’s performance in the past year. We were also aware of the 
fact that there were other governments like our own that were watching with some 
degree of concern the position of certainly questionable strength into which Nasser 
was attempting to project himself in the areas I said that it was unfortunately always 
difficult to talk cold, rational common sense to Arabs while they were convinced in 
their own mind that they were growing in strength and political power. It had; 
therefore been inevitable that, whatever might have been our counsel and expressed 
hopes to Nasser and to leaders in the Arab world, they would be far more impressed 
with Nasser's apparent success than with the friendly wisdom of anything we had to 
saye I personally had come to the conclusion that while we of course should continue 
to comnsel wisdom to our Arab friends in the interests of their remaining part of 
the free world, the actual chances of anyone's making an impression on the Arabs 
in their present intoxicated mood rested with countries in the Near. and Middle East 
which might be far more directly concerned in a power struggle with Nasser. I 
tended to share his view that Iraq and possibly India were concerned about Nasser's 
rise. I felt that Nehru and possibly other leaders in the Arab-=Asian bloc were in 
a much better position to force restraint on Nasser than we were. 7 


| Having said this I said it seemed important to me if we were thinking in terms 
of restraint on Nasser that Israel should bear in mind that the U.S. was confronted 
with the fact that Nasser was clearly the instrumentality which had to be used so far 
as the U.S. was concerned, It might be very easy to inveigh against Nasser but there 
was no apparent alternative to him as a person, and the political alternatives 
clearly could be much worse thafi what we had now. It might be fine to think in terns 
of getting rid of Nasser if there was anything better to put in his place, but the 
only thing that seemed to offer itself with any certainty was some person or political 
cabal which would be even more prone to seek or agree to Soviet support than was the 
cage with Nasser. I therefore could not accept the thesis that the important point was 
getting rid of Nasser, The important point rather was, given the present political 
situation and the personalities involved, what could be done in terms of checking 
further Soviet influence in the area. The inmeediate problem in dealing with Egypt | 
is not so much whether or not the Arab=Asian area would fall under Soviet influence 
through Nasser, rather it was whether Africa would. I thonght that it should be 
fairly clear that Nasser's victories in the Near East in the past year might well 
be pyrrhie. Surely from the military point of view the other Arab nations were 
liabilities as allies to Egypt even assuming Egypt in its ow right could assimilate 
the armament which it had received from the Soviet Union in the very near future. 
The continent of Africa, hoyever, was a different proposition. Here Nasser could 
pose as the ideal of nationalistie anti-colonial movements everywhere on the continent 
while wittingly or unwittingly he provided a direct channel of access for the Soviet 
Union into Africa. In Africa there was an even smaller sense of political organisation 
and responsibility than now existed in the Near East and this was naturally a more 
fertile field for the Communists. Our interests and the interests of our allies, 
. therefore, in dealing with Nasser and Egypt could not focus solely on the Palestine 
problem. Rather it had to focus on the struggle vis-a-vis the Soviet Union for 
continents. We certainly had done and would continue to do our best in per 
the Egyptians of the advantages of settling the Palestine question, but it was too . 
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much to expect that our attitude toward Egypt would be governed in largest part by 
their willingness to settle this question. This was not, however, to dismiss the 

necessity for all of us looking for ways and means of bringing balancing pressures 
to bear in the area in order to bring about an everitual settlement. 


Meroz said that he appreciated my analysis of the danger in Africa and said 
that this simply underscored Israeli convictions that Nasser was in reality a threat 
to everyone. He was in a position of causing general disturbance and mischief not 
only to all of the Western powers but through the discomfort of the Western powers 
was enhancing the chance of Soviet success in the area. He thought this was most 
noticeable in Algeria at the moment. . 


I agreed and said that I personally was coming to have an increasingly deep 
concern over the dilemma which confronted the democratic ‘powers which were them- 
selves made up of various segments of the world's population. Nationalism might 
well be a fine force, but it seemed to me increasingly clear that the agitation of 
national or religious forces for reunion with their countries of origin, or at least 
independence from their present political control, denied the very essence of 
democratic government, namely, that recial and religious minorities could and should 
live together within the larger context of a political entity. I thought that it 
was most unfortunate that the situation in Cyprus had been allowed to develop to the 
point; where the Greeks and Greek Chureh should talk in terms of self-determination 
when ‘the ultimate objective of the movement was the transfer of political allegiance 
of Cyprus from Britain to Greece. By the same token I thought that the 3 million or 
more Jews in the area of New York City, or the Germans in Milwaukee, or the Italians 
in northern New Jersey, might logically agitate for self-determination which would 
provide political transferral of allegiance to governments other than the U.S. I 
admitted that this was an extreme analogy but the principle remained, that truly 
democratic society rests on the continued allegiance of racial and religious minorities 
in it. I felt that agitation by racial, nationalistic, or religious forces actually — 
tended to weaken the concept of democracy. , 


Meroz inquired if I had in mind Zionism in saying all this, and I assured him 
‘that I did. He replied that he personally (and he emphasized perso ) agreed 
with my thesis and went on to stress his deep concern over the developments in Cyprus. 
He said that he felt that any transfer of political allegiance would be a most 
serious situation in that if there were to be some arrangement for the transfer of 
Cyprus to Greece, based on his years of experience in Turkey, he felt sure that there 
would be the most violent anti-Greek outbreaks that Turkey had experienced and that 


oa Greeks on the mainland of Turkey would suffer than would gain on the island 
° OPUS e 
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Lsbauese ambassador salied yesterday in extremely agitated - 0) 

estate, =< said Snamoun felt very strongly Arab-Western ~ 

relation. headed for “catastrophe” unless compromise be- QO: é 
weet SPLsle.) & Rey use heehee could be found. fi 
“onsequectly he was sking every effort on "persona L" basig) = 

persuade Ressen. take. sonal ‘anor iine in Sunday press > O § 
BOE SU RNS. te thougat Nasser had achieved sufficient Ol 
peewee in ara word by dramatic act of nationalization 0) 
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hi last night eats steps were being 
her Arab states". -He carefully avoided 
ishied "mediation" was involved. He 
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etteched great importance to “fact that Quwatll had decided 
send Syrrtan Prime Mirister Asalil and rere Minister to 
Bagniaad tedey. (rls expletred Quwatli and--by implication 
tragis--hed vetoed Sitar ana insisted on Asali). Iraqi 
emphasized bine was. now pips reactivate Arab collective 
curity past ard prove ineffectiveness Egyptian bilateral of 
ae cish press and official comments 
tes 2O0ns Laeved aqi statement supporting Egypt 
cy record” were “poiso 









omment: We not sure how oo significance Ghaderchi's 
‘enaris., However, we speculate Iraqis may have in mind 
Agreement with fa ria couplonentary. to [raqi-Jordanian 
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A}. Authorize entry traqi troops in event Israelis recom- <=> 
ence work at Banaat Y agub, attack aaa ina or cross Egypt igh 
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(B) Authorize Iraqis intervene to assist Syrian Government 
ensure against sabotage of pipe-line. 


a 


-(C) Assure Syrian moderates of reliable Arab ally in event 
Egypt "goes under", | 


- Ultimate objective would likely be combination containment 
Israel, at least in north and east while re-orienting policies 
of Syria, Jordan and Lebanon towards Baghdad. 
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USIA oo 
; of LY Dimes frontpages Sam Pope Brewer's Beirut story to effect King Hussein 

| RMR? 

NEA i 

E rulers against growing dominance Nasser." 

P 

‘Reoner states that Hussein had advanced following | views to Kuwatly last month 


1. Nasser has appointed himself leader and spokesman of Arab world witont 
consent other Arab. ralers, 
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2. Without consultation, Nasser has taken bold steps such as nationalising 





anc, | Sues Canal Company and recognizing Commmist China entailing riteks for all Arab 
states, ! 








; 3. Naseer has repeatedly eoereed other Arab leaders by stirring up 


o 

~J 

mobs through radio propegenda when he might not have been sble to move andere Mp 
bist. ' argument. ; | a ~ 
Desired : 


| 

| oMtices Tings sites belief Commmists are using Nasser's popularity to stir up roun 
| _ Ageney would appreciate posts evaluation accuracy foregoing and ontinaton's d g 
chances of success such Jordanian efforts. Also would appreedate cabled 
| ‘for U8, informational activity in case such contest comes inte epen, 
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Action KJ , Control: 6065 
NKA Rec'd: September 12, 1 
~ FROM: Damascus 7:Qt a.m. 
Info x 
RMR 10; Secretary of State ; 
39 NO: 601, September 12, 9 a.m. 
G 
e SENT DEPARTMENT 60, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 60, BEIRUT 137, 
ZUR CAIRO 62, BAGHDAD, JIDDA, TEL AVIV, ANKARA, PARIS, LONDON, a 
L. w 
0 Circular USITO. 105. be 
i 
P Embassy lacks specific! information but.on basis. fragmentary = 
vop indications believes King Husayn sought persuade President = § 
0 Quwwatli participate in meeting with Husayn.a President jij. 
OLI Chamoun for purpose stated Brewer's article. ¢ 
OcB Leftists here appear to oppose ov meeting wilens Lebanon can 
USIA be coerced to join Syro-Egyptian blac, in which case Quwwatli, 
QOTa and presumably Chamoun, would endeavor turn tables on Husayn; 
OSp hence renewed Syrian pressure on Lebanon regarding Syro-Lebanese 
ARMy “Military pact and fugitive SSNP leaders. oO 
NA | 
A i. Karly and widespread Syrian reaction to Nasser's Suez action was i. 
emotional enthusiasm. On sober second thought many influential] 7 
Syrians convinced Nasser dragging Syria into serious danger. o 
Embassy telieves that local forces are at-work seeking to reduce Oo 
Syrian support of Nasser and that .overt propaganda intervention ~ 
by US might weaken rather than strengthen such efforts. oO 
Suggest Department consult Ambassador Moose. i i a 
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NEA ae Rec'd: SEPTEMBER 19, 6 7 
FROM: CAIRO 8:22 PM & yO 
Info oe on begs 5 
RMR 10: Secretary of State a Wh Ba ® 5 oe 
33 NO: 806, SEPTEMBER 19, 6:00 PM / : 
; G | ® 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 806; REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON Seat yee 
bad AMMAN 55, BAGHDAD 47, BE!RUT 70, DAMASCUS hg, JIDDA .) = 
L KHARTOUM, RABAT, TUNIS, ALGIERS, TRIPOLI, BENGHAZI, cn | 
T@ °* PORT SAID UNNUMBERED, . & 
P JOINT CMBASSY-USIA MESSAGE Oo 
uop : os : 
OLT JOINT COMMENTS ON NUMBERED POINTS USITO CIRCULAR 105 FOLLOW, . 
OcB (1) IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS, NASSER HAS OFTEN EVIDENCED ,. = 8— 
USIA SENTIMENTS BORDERING ON CONTEMPT FOR "ARAB RULERS", HE © 
(CIA FEELS RULERS OF IRAQ, SAUDI ARABIA PERS{AN GULF STATES, 01 
OSD YEMEN AND LEBANON ARE EITHER OUT OF TOUCH WITH OR OPPOSED To © 
NIC " FOREIGN AND DOMEST!C POLICY “OBJECTIVES ("COLONIALISM" AND 
DCL:  “FEUDALiSM"):OF WHAT HE FEELS TO BE EFFECTIVE MAJORITY THEIR 
SUBJECTS, RULERS OF JORDAN AND SYRIA, IN HIS OPINION, ARE 
MORE RESPCNSIVE TO "PUBLIC OPINION" BUT LACK AUTHORITY TO 
GUIDE IT iNTO PRODUCTIVE CHANNELS, (2) WE HAVE NO INFORMATION 
INDICATING NASSER CONSULTED WITH ARAB RULERS REGARDING 7 
NAT |ONALIZATiON OR RECOGNITION COMMUNIST CHINA, (3) NASSER. 
c\ OF COURSE DEALS WiTH ARAB RULERS DIRECTLY BUT COUNTS ON 
_ "iNFORMED PUBLIC OPINION" WITHIN THEIR COUNTRIES AS. ULTIMATE 
XJ SOURCE SUPPORT EGYPT, WE CANNOT CITE CASES FROM HERE IN WHIC 
| MOBS -HAVE BEEN ORGANIZED BY GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT "TO COERCE 
LEASERS", HOWEVER, NATIONALIST TONE .OF EGYPTIAN PRESS AND 
. VOARABS CERTAINLY MAINTAINS (ALTHOUGH IT MAY NOT CREATE) F 
we P OPPORTUNITIES INDIGENOUS OPPOSITION ELEMENTS. DO SO, ; 
a 
@ || CERTAINLY COMMUNISTS SEEK USE NASSER'*S POPULARITY FOR THEIR. 
al }'OWN PURPOSES, NASSER HAS ALSO RECOGNIZED THIS,:BUT CONTINUES 
¥ FIND SOViET SUPPORT USEFUL, WHETHER COMMUNISTS’ WISH AT 
S | MOMENT CREATE "TROUBLE" AS DISTINCT FROM ESTABLISHING. THEIR 
3 RESPECTABILITY AND, BIDING THEIR TIME, WE CANNOT JUDGE BUT r- 
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IMPRESSION HERE 15 THAT ee WISH AVOID HOSTILITIES 
IF WESTERN INFLUENCE CAN 5% REMOVED "PEACEFULLY" BY NASSER-LED 
ARAB NATIONALISM 


OTHER POSTS IN BETTER POSITION THAN THIS EMBASSY EVALUATE 
SUCCESS ANY MOVES BY HUSSEIN, WE BELIEVE UNDER PRESENT 
‘CONDIT!ONS PROPAGANDA EFFORTS WEAKEN NASSERtS POSITION OTHE 
ARAB STATES SHOULD BE DONE COVERTLY UTILIZING OPPOS | T 1 ON 


GROUPS AND ISSUES AS SUGGESTED DAMASCUS TELEGRAM 62, ° 
HARE 


PLH 


9S6l Sz q3g 
SECRET 


INCOMING TELEGRAM 


BL 
Action 
NEA 
Info 


RMR 


SS 
a. 
SP 
C 

EUR 
L ; 
I0 
P 

UOP 
OLI 


OCB 
USIA 
CIA 
OSD 


NAVY 
AIR 


: a ( 
\ 


FROM: Damascus ~ * 


TO: Secretary of State 
NO: 673, September 22. 


SENT DEPARTMENT pels 


JIDDA 2 


President Quwwatli left by plane September 22 with Foreign 
Minister. Bitar” for Saudi Arabia to meet Kind Saud. Syrian 
Broadcasting System quoted Egyptian radio to effect Nasser: 

will also fly Saudi Arabta for BEE RLGS 
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Action. | Control: 13099 
NE Ae oye iE | Rec'd: September 24, 19565. 
| FROM: Damascits | 1:30 p.m. See 
Info : eu 
RMR 10: Secretary of State | i So. eS 
: : : oO 
SS ‘NO: 680, September e4, 3 p.m. | E 
: | | z 
oF » a ~ | 
-¢C SENT DEPARTMENT 680 REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 66, BAGHDAD -64, e 
EUR BEIRUT 158, CAIRO 67, JIDDA'23, LONDON 93, PARIS 69. = 
L | 8 
IO EMBTEL; 673 za 
i ; : . 
OLI Friendly Syrian Cabinet Minister in confidence informed Turkish E 
Minister initiative 'for Nasser-Quwwatli-Saud meeting came from 
CIA Nasser. After Faysal-Saud meeting Damman, Nasser wired Saud}, 
OSD requesting appointment call on Saud at Ruysdh. Having rece fed no = 
answer 24 hours later, Nasser wired Quwwetld (1) important Ww 


what going on (2) Saud had not replied his request for meeting 
(35 asking Quwwatld also wire Saud. Quwwatli did so after consult- 
ing Syrian Cabinet and received reply within: few hours. 


Foreign Office informed Embassy Quwwat returning after noon 





September 24. 0) 
’ | N 
Turkish Minister also stated rumor prevalent Quri Said to visit RA 
Riyadh near future. ; fs e 
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NE4—~ From; Damascus so 3 2:55 p.m. e ee 
Info . Ces 
RMR _ 10:' Secretary of State a _ 
© 
EUR NO: 686, September 25. 
L a * 
= . SEN? DEPARTMENT 686, REPEATED INFORMATION JIDDA 24, CAIRO 68, = 
P AMMAN, BAGHDAD, BETRUT, LONDON, PARIS, ANKARA, TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED.® 
_ a 
< Following summarizes statements to press President Quwwatli and = 
OLI Foreign Minister Bitar September 24, upon return from Dammam: = 
OcB Three leaders shared one opinion and one objective namely consi- ¢ 
USTA ering each Arab struggle against Imperialism and Zionism as, 
CTA struggle (all) Arabs. Future steps aimed at making Arab eons ¢ 
firm and united bloc extending from Arab Gulf to Atlantic. B 
Asked if would be general meeting. Arab heads of state President 
replied, "by wish of God we will hold meétings for welfare, might ,O 
and prosperity Arabs". x 
Noting western attitude toward canal nationalization created . 
serious situation in Middle East Bitar referred to huge welcome @ 
“extended three leaders Dammam ahd said all he saw and heard at ) 
Dammam exactly what he sees and hears Danfscus and all other Arab 
countries. . 
Bitar said conference agreed on "independent" Arab policy whether 
Onagenef™l problems, Suez Canal or problems likely confrent ArabS¢y 
® intfuture. “Arab cooperation would terminate era imperialistic 
rezat imposed on Arabs and open new kind relations based on 
eh al collaboration .for benefit humanity. 
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To: Secretary of State By 
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C SENT DEPARTMENT 687, REPEATED es AMMAN, BAGHDAD, BETRUT, = 
ee CAIRO, JIDDA, LONDON, PARIS, ANKARA, TEL AVIV, UNNUMBRRE). a 
wo 
LO eee interest of Syriar press in Nesser-Saud- Quiwatli meeting ” 
P ntered on what decisiond if any made regarding treatment local 2 
UOP oierncila’s parties, this jissue hevi ng been in forefront in Syria .£€ 
OLI since Prime Minister |Se1t! Is September 18 press conference. Fl 
OCB left- -wing RAT AL-AM believed Quwwatli benefitted Llong- standing ¢ 
USIA friendship with Saud to gain latter's 100 percent support (A)g. 
CIA kgyptian position on canal and (B) Arabs receiving arms from Soviet 
OSD bloc. Further believed Quwwatli convinced Saud there is no 
ARMY (repeat no) danger from Communists. 
NAVY | 
AIR Moslem brotherhood MANAR emphasized discrepancy between Egyptian 
tough treatment and Syrier soft treatment Communist party ee 0) 
Syria shculd follow Eev ptian policy. : i 
Qabas quotes Moslém bretherhokd leeder Mubarak Nuepeirere to attest. : 
that if Prime Minister Asali ‘suggested soft press treatment °@ 
Communists confidence should be withdrawn from Cabingt. = 
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NEA FROM:Damascus : - Pee aa pees 
Info ; * Na , e Do 
RMR 10: Secretary of State s S 9; 
SS NO: 698, September 27, ll a.n: 
G | & 
SP 
C - SENT DEPARTMEN » REPEATED INFORMATI DA 26, CAIRO 69 ‘ e 
i AMMAN, BAGHD Weel, LONDON, PARIS, 3 TEL AVIV UNNUMBER . 
tw 
IO According sour®y With connections Syriage atria Saud pointedly ~~ wl 
OLI reminded Nageewa cee ta Dammam meeting t audis and other . —c 
' Arabs not (re ty consulted regar esent E Ne 0) 
CIA moves and vines consulted (#) in tee polfe ae 
According sou cia promised cons GMth Saud in cof . ¢ 
and in answer jais-question was assuredeksstrelations not (repBat g 
not) directly fas ted by Saud-Iraqi t 0) 
re , ~ 
| 5 Q STRONG © 
SW:EMH.12. — nD 
rr} ~j 
(#) Apparent offesion. Correction to follow. oO 
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NEA Rec'd: September 27, : 
FROM: Damascus CORRECTED CoPy 7:26 a.m. 3 
Info . . fase 
RMR 10: Secretary of State ee 
9 
39 NO: 698, September 27, 11 a.m. & 
G @Q 
oP i 
C SENT DEPARTMENT: 698, REPEATED. INFORMA’ TION JIDDA 26, CAIRO 69, = 
_ RUR AMMAN, BAGHDAD, BEIRUT, LONDON, PARIS, ANKARA, TEL AVIV UNNUMBE cng @ 
‘Ty : 
IO According source with connections Syrian Cabinet Saud pointedly e 
OLT ‘reminded Nesser during Damman meeting that Saudis and other 
Arabs not (repeat not) consulted regarding ‘resent Egyptian 
AT A moves and that unless consultec countries affected such as 3A 8 
and iraq might be obliged adopt independent policy. ; 
According source, Nasser promised consult with Saud in iad s 


and in answer his Question wis assured ESS relations not (repeat 
not)’ directly affected by Saud-Iraqi talks. | 
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ocB interestingly admitted several delegations had eee 
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of Egypt . whereas Syria ‘and Saudi. Arabia had stood: firm with:-, 
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‘4S Ad | SECRET ‘a0 CU Ue Se 
3 . Control: 16159 pa Ye 
Action ‘ \ - 2 dK LT I _ 
ame Sa Rec'd: September /28,° 19 o> 
| FROM: Damascus | 1:39 p.m. , Kt © 3 
Info £ nN 
RMR TO: Secretary of State e A oe 
39 NO: 714, September 28, %.p.m. e 
7 3 
SP pat ) - 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 714, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 68, BAGHDAD 57, o Fa 
EUR BEIRUT 163, CAIRO 71, JIDDA 28, LONDON’97, PARIS 72, ANKARA, z Gi 
e TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED. ; | . 
IO oe ie | 
Pp My request Foreign Minister Bitar reviewed broadly proceedings = 2 
UOP recent AL political committee meeting Cairo and ESS meeting in NE 
CLT saudi Arabia. : , 7 ‘ oF 
IOP Re political committee he said nothing not already known but Be ve 
UD 
Ol 
0) 


* Re Saud-Nasser-Qiswatli-meetings Saudi Arabia Bitar declared 


there no agenda but four main subjects discussed: 
(1), oo Nasser explained Menzie lacked authority negotiate. 
and had presented 18 power proposal .~.: "take it or leave it" 
basis; Egypt. could not accept,,was keeping negotiating door 
open, but would not: compromise sovereignty. Saud and Quwwatli 
endorsed Egyptian position. (Foregoing agrees with what Iraqi 
Minister Rawi states Quwwatli- told him). : i . i 
(2) Palestine. Agreed Israel agent of west and established by 
‘ , 3 : . 7 * os i 
a ; oe ee tae Twere ee ee 
® 4) Armaments.- Agreed. sdanee:west had, refusedsarms:Arabs ;oblig 
btain ébem frem Soviet -hloc,cprovided without;condittions: 
gle re eri--3 f Fe e t togue vee ‘ f T 
4+) Communism. Digcugsed. tp context: armagenb,s-notvas geparate 
Bib Jecbs---No .effoetoreach conga uetons. 9x .degage:.on actions scons 
asser pointed out he arrested 40-communists during Shepllov 
{ isit Cairo. Agreed should distinguish between Soviet bloc, 
S Source ayas ang political support, aad.gemgunism as doctrine 
oN bhorrénit to ArabS and’ Islam. (In talk with Rawi Quwwatli 
reated communism as a main topic of meetings but otherwise his 





suey hy aes meer te eqrrr®* gorrraad 
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se] 
2 ersion same. Quwwatli added, he wisted work against communism W 
& Yyria, could not do so until “Suéz“issue resolved, and even then O 
f gould not take strong action as done Iraq). 
-n ) Bitar 
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Bitar added some elements of press endeavoring create erroneous 
impression communism was main issue meetings Saudi Arabia and 
Saud splitting from Egypt and Syria. Saud, he said, continues 
firmly committed to policy "neutrality" and with Egypt and 
Syria will guard Arab interests. Indirectly admitted Saudi 
criticism of unilateral Egyptian action by indicating that ESS 
policy would be better coordinated by more frequent meetings 
ESS chiefs of state. , | 

4 5 f. 
Bitar.declaréd Iraq unable lead Saudis out of ESS grouping; 
different ideas" held by Iraq stemmed from Baghdad Pact member- 
ship and obligations to UK;even Iraq will find that it must go 
* along with prevailing opinion in Arab world. 


' At end of talk Bitar emphasized Arab desire maintain ties with 

west and lack of interest in having Soviets replace west in 

Arab world (EMBTEL 590). : oy 

Comment: Burden of Bitar's recital appeared to be that west 

cannot split Arabs. De-emphasis of discussion of communism 

- may mean GOS has no present intention cracking down on Communists, 
whether because "a Little dommunism"” in Syria is deemed good 

for blackmailing west, whether Syrians fear antagonize USSR, or 

for some unknown reason. Bitar appeared tired and dépressed. | 
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Action kc Control; 2840 2 
NEA . | Rec'd: October 1, 1956 
FROM: Cairo le:43 P.t wa | 
Info ( o 
RMR 10: Secretary of. State We © 
ss NO: 1103, October 17 a  & 
G ‘ Mm & | 
SP pie a | Sie x 
Ce . SENT DEPARTMEN? 1103; REPEATED IFORMATTON AMMAN 84, BAGHDAD ARE 
EUR .75, BEIRUT 118, DAMASCUS 80, JIDDA 8), LONDON 296, PARIS 218, ee 
iL TEL AVIV 59, JERUSALEM 16 oh = 
4 - 
F. O.SHAA? Cstober ak frentpaced | mala Salem-Abd Al Hakim: Amer ™~ z 
UCP “ar ne vt 4eh letter said: E = i 
7 re Government {s linked by mt Litery pacts with all - ' 
Con Arab states including Jordan. Toltcy of Egyptian Gevern- <2 
USLA ment is to furnish effective and speedy assistance in arming ~ 
CIA Jordanian National Guard so thet Jordan cen repel recurring O} 
- OSD Tsraell attacks against its borders. Few snipments arms have 0) 
"RMY alread: arrived in Jordan this purpose and Fayot is continuing 
‘AVY cerry out policy assisting Jordanian Nattionel Guar by supply- 
AIR ing all.the arms and’ money which tnéese Arab ‘orces have re- 
quested from her in accordance with dea ene Rlyad military 
conference in which devistons every Arab &tete joined. 
‘" J would like make perfectly plisin without shedow cf doubt or ab 
ambiguity (and when I say this | a to be sensidered as faith- @ 
fully representing a policy on whi: , Berne hats Gevernment reiies W 
* to utmost limits and by which 1% = ‘bound vefore entire Arab 
nation) -- I want to proclaim and declare thet any invesion 
or occupation of any Areb state, specifically ine Luding Jordan, 
will be considered ty Egypt as a clearcut invasion of Egyptian 
territory and in ylew of Egypts ties and obilgations which I 
have described and in view of duty which we feel towards Arab 
nation of which Egypt is part, Egyptian armed forces yill in such 
event iptervene in battle with all of might and force “they possess" 
| 7 HARE 
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Action *e a Control: 9856 3 - a e - 
~ Rec'd: October 17, 1956 * 

FROM: Cairo | 1:26 p.m. _. 

RMR 10: Secretary of State 


ss NO: 1104, October 17,.1 p.m. 





C SENT DEPARTMENT 1104, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 2 
EUR AMMAN 85, BAGHDAD 76, TEL AVIV 60, JERUSALEM 17, BEI 
L ASCUS 81, JIDDA 86, KHARTOUM, ADDIS ABABA, ALEXANDRIA nPOR! 
10 BENGHAZI, TRIPOLI, UNNUMBERED 


Had talk with Nasser at his pettestal on night in his office. 


He said wished talk over certain happenings which causing him 
concern and seemed fit into picture of British attempt 1lsolate 

him from rest of Arab world. As he had told me on occasion: dr 
first meeting (EMBTEL 891) he had no ulterior policy in Arab 
countries but he was definitely determined resist attempts isolate 
him from them.. There had been three recent events which seemed 
fall into that. pattern. 


04 peusmey eg 3StIN yaouMO0g STUL 


First was launching severe Israeli reprisals against Jordan which 

‘he had reason suspect were British instigated. I observed this 

seemed far-fetched. Did he really have firm intelligence to that 

effect? He admitted information not definite but was such as 
give him good grounds for suepicion. 


Second point troubling him was projected movement of Traqi forces 
into Jordan wt.ich was linked in turn to reported British complicity 
© in Israeli attacks on Jordan. He could be wrong but he was con- 
‘= vinced that this was not bona fide move to pretect Jordan but one 
~» to isolate Jordan from Egypt, particularly since British press 
tag that impression and he had perhaps uufortunate habit of re 
British papers. Moreover, he had also been informed that 
been consulted in this matter. ~ What did we have in mind an 
ay? If he knew that he might have key. . 


9SLI-C1/98°*P 9 


SdH 


said doubted -I had key of type he was- seeking pon wonsie nadie 
e have no chamber of secrets to be opened. Our Pajestine poli 
as no secret, being directed to seeking avoid Ara rIsraeli co 
ow while paving way for eventual agreed peace, and’I felt conf 
ny consulation with US in present Jordan situation: would BAR 
een viewed by USG in that context. Ss 


é 4 
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a” | Third problem mention 
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Third problem mentioned by Nasser was clandestine radio campaign 
against him by two stations which had been located at Aden and 
Cyprus, and now a third, as yet unlocated had begun. He had held 
his hand so far because he realized that a clandestine ard there- 
fore irresponsible radio battle would be messy business and no 
seeing where it would end. But British should realize that he 

ad abundant resources in form of material and targets if he de- 
efaed to fight back in kind. He had made no decision yet. but 

ht do so soon. He came back to this subject several times—in 
such way as to indicate he was seriously and immediately preoccupied 
by it. 


I observed all these seemed problems centering around assumed Brit- 
’ ish intentions re Egypt and asked why he did not discuss matter 
‘with them. He said! there were other things to discuss with Brit- 
ish now and in any event he didn't think it would be worthwhile. 
However, he wanted US to know what was in his mind. 


If duscussion taken at face value, Nasser's main objective waase 
seem to have been to : 


Lh Point up fact that his relations with British were dominant 
factor in his relattons with West at this time; 


(2) give’ notice that ih response. what he considers to be British 
machinations he prepared step-up anti-British tactics ME and 
Africa, probably including resumption provocative antti-British 
broadcasts Africa which were considerably toned down following Us 
representations last SPRL» with result deter ionaiten to more 
ugly situation j - 


(3) make it clear that under present circumstances he sees no 
advantage in and has no intention of entering direct discussion 
these problems. with British and, although he did not say so in 

so many words, to imply that only US in position save situation. 
Please advise if there are any points re foregoing which Depart- 
ment desires have pursued or on which would be useful for Embassy 
to have background for possible future use. 


nen British ee substance this message. 
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SENT TO: Aitembasay calRO // 73 j 
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Infos 


Department commends your responses questions raised with you by Nasser 
October 16. Following are Departaent's observatdons on these points, 

1. No reason to believe Israeli reprisals against Jordan result of anything 
but purely Israeli policy decision. Department an conveyed to GOI its strong 
disapproval this course, as contributing to instability NE. 

2. UK and US agreed proposed movement of Iraqi troops into Jordan would be 
beneficial from viewpoint deflating Nasser and tmprovenent Jordanian internal . | 
security situation, particularly as regards activi te Communist and Egyptian | 


for same reasons, 
agents. Israel at first raised no en [put subsequently changed its 













position to one of strong opposition on basis considerations arising 


¢ 
Palestine pee em. © " Traq and Jordan have now apparently decided Iraqi 


> Olet. 


Dewed | not enter Jovdiin for time etl, and Israel and Egypt, in expressing concern a 


id proposed step, find themselves in curious ponition o of agreeing, for different OE 
reasons, on an important NE policy question. is 
3- Department has reason believe more venient of clandestine rad L 
on Nasser coming from two stations located in metropolitan France. 
station Cyprus alec following same general theme, although more moderat E 
| (Circular 249). Department has had reports of similar broadcasts allege@gt” 
ie A 
NEA:NEsSWRookwel1: tam 10/18/56 
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| ‘emenating from Adem but infomation on this not yet substantiated. Nasser's sania | 
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over breadcasts interesting, especially since this tactic is one he initiated, 
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NEA Rec'd: December 5, 195 Ys ‘ yg 
os FROM: Madrid . | Ts3t DstBs - * 
nfo P 5 ” . 
70: Secretary of State 
RMR 
NO: 612, December 5, 7 p.m. 
SS - 
G & 
SP Prior to arrival Ambassador Caffery, Egyptian Ambassador had a 
C called personally to urge he be permitted to entertain Caffery Fa 
EUR or at least have personal conversation with him. Caffery and S 
L I decided it would be best for us both to see Egyptian at . 
IO Residence. He came yesterday evening. From his hour's ‘ 
P conversation we believe basic intent was to solicit US su ort ¢ 
UOP that Spain should be used as intermediary in dealing with @gypt. 
OLI I had impression he had been inspired by Spanish foreign office. 
6 Naturally neither of us gave him any encouragement. 
P : 
oe He also sought Caffery's personal views re Egyptian situation. oO 
CIA Caffery found opportunity to speak to him re Cairo radio ~J 
OSD propaganda inflaming entire continent against British and French. s 
Caffery said flatly to Egyptian "Tell-Gamal Nasser to. stop that . 
Cairo radio propaganda, which is doing you harm'as well as. every- o 
one else." -In pointing out evil effects of these radio broadcasts 5 
by firebrand natives of areas concerned, Caffery was very force- ~~ 
ful indeed and it may be that Egyptian Ambassador will forward e 
his GRA ees ° Ni 
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Memorandum of Conversation 


* 


“ DATE: liarch 2, 1957 


SUBJECT: Attitude of Mins Sand Toward Eyypt 


PARTICIPANTS: jir, -#rancois de Laboulaye, Counselor, irench Embassy 


ir. Stuart t. iockwell, Deputy Director, NE er 3 
COPIES TO: BNA, Nish, NE, Embassy Jidda, Imbassy, Cairo, imbassy Tunis, . e 
imbassy’.London rs 
* Bo 
: oC) 
re cw] 
sae a laa RS Re 





SO) 
ir. de Laboulaye showed me today a telegram s‘rom the french representative --@) 


in Tunis, cescribing a conversation winich the latter had had with Bourguiba: “s 
after King Savd visited Tunis. Bourguiba said that King Saud, in a ON 
conversation with him, had referred to the leaders oi the Government of Q t 
Leypt as "crazy", The King went on to say, according to Bourguiba, that O PY 
one of his desires was to see Nasser gotten rid of, Saudi Arabia had indeed f Wi 
entered into alliance with Syria and Egypt but the King had seen to it C, NN 
that as far as Saudi Arabia was concerned, tiuis alliance was "inoperative". a 
. 3 
The King was also quoted in the telegram as saying thet he was a rs 
resolute friend of the United States and would not follow the Arab game fy 
of trying to play off the West asainst the East. ‘The King allegedly also 
stated that he did not want any adventures, and he reportedly contrasted Fr} 
his avoidance of a direct clash with the British over Buraimi with the = 
"rash" attitude of the Yemenis in engaging in open hostilities with the 
british. ‘ S- 
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SA INSWNI0d STB 


SUBJECT: Reaction in ilozambique to ifiddle Nast Developments Bil =- ZB YCVAMDA TS 5 
412Bay./ “Pile ToR/A - dt 

- Our. despatch under reference observed that the United States would continue to by 
command respedt for its independent action in the Suez affair only if a workable so- ene 
lution developed and within a reasonably short time. We noted that at the problem ff g 
became mired endless debate, there would be an inevitable reaction against both gs S 
the United States and the United Nations. This reaction has set in. uo 


A regular contributor to the Diario, who writes under the pseudonymn of PAX 
expressed this reaction in an article published in this morning's Diario. The arti- 
cle may be summarized. as follows: 


I am wholly petrified at the unrealistic political handling 
of the sad Gaza strip and tuc Suez Canal cases. How can one de- 
scribe the policy adopted towards Egypt and the Arab States, ex- 
cept as hesitation, disunity and lack of control? UNO and the. 
support given by the United States have helped Egypt and the Arab 
States to do whatever they want. 






mise or promise lasts only 2h _— » for Nasser 
finds his ow solutions, those in keeping with his desires. The 
Hgyptians, when beaten were quite humble and condescending; but 
now, as the danger ts over, they are loud in their demands, ac- 
cording to a Moscow policy of keeping the Suez Canal and iliddle x 
Fast in the hands of those who are the avowed enemies of Europe 

and the West. . 
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Under the camouflage of co-existence, under the cloak of 
‘fighting for the emancipation of enslaved peoples, under the pre- 
text of fighting colonialism, we are now witnessing the gradual 
abandonment by the West of the rich oil fields and of the strategic 
lliddle East positions, which is indeed very foolish. 


SdH 


Wath the object of avoiding a conflict at all costs, a con- ‘* 
flict which threatens to degenerate into a world war, more and more 
surrenders are taking place inspired by sheer fear. Soviet expan- 
sion, directly or through its own puppets, is assuming all colors, 

t | even that of emancipation of peoples, and makes tremendous strides: = 
| without sacrificing one man or nine a shot. 3 A 
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How long will/ this folly prevail? How long will 
we insist on this policy of abdication and of hand-kissing 


i 


servility? How long shall jwe live in this unconscious con- 
promise with evil? Dr. Salazar was quite right when he 
spoke recently of the modern fear of YEAR, which is preying 
upon the minds of one and all, until each day one more na- 
tion or peovle is enslaved. 


The opening of the Suez Canal was promised without’ dis- 
' crimination against any foreign shipping. Israel ships can- ' 
not pass through this canal; the last obstacle has not been 
removed as yet; Syrian oil pipe lines are not yet fully re- | 
established, although some oil was allowed to trickle through; 
the Gaza strip has not been internationalized; far from this, 
it has been taken over by the Hgyptian administration; the 
Kaba gulf has not been internatdonalized simply because ioe (sic) 
has ar peeee it. fi 


The Western powers - certain jlestern powers, that is - 
_seem, to be blindfolded or deaf to the threats of Nasser, as 
expressed in his interview to Indian newspaper répresentatives: 
"All 1 can say is that USSR can understand us better than the 
United States. The Russians support us in our policy of neu- . 
trality and of non-alignment with the inilitary blocs." 


The article is concise, well-expressed, cogently putting the growing con- 
sensus of opinion as the Middle Bast crisis has continued and Colonel Nasser has * . 
“lade moves and statements indicative of his unresponsiveness to U.S. and U.N. ap-= 
peals. There is no question but that a certain disillusionment over our policy 
with respect to the Suez crisis has seve Lares 
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DATE: May 7, 1957 


SUBJECT: Egyptian Activities in other Arab Countries 
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During a conversation on another matter, Ambassador Khnouri asked Mr. “i 


Rountree if there was any substance to.reports that had been circulated 
recently that Egyptian agents had been active in subversive attempts in 
Saudi Arabiae Mr. Rountree pointed out that the Lebanese Government was 
well aware of recent activities on the part of the Egyptian Military Attaches 
in Lebanon and in Libyae Reports concerning Egyptian officials in Saudi Arabia 
were not inconsistent with the Egyptian record elsewhere, he saide 
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48 West 73 Street 
New York 23, N. Ye 
June 6, 1967 


- /46 
My dear friend: . 


I am enclosing a letter addressed to. 
you by my friend Senator Aboul Fath and a hope that you ; 
will find it of some interest, 


I would have liked to give my comment — : 
on this communication but unfortunately the loss of our : 
dpaz friend , Sam, has kij}led any vitality in me, That En 
was a terrible and shocking event and while Sam was a close G) 
frimad, he was also the syibol of ArabpAmerican friendship ~ 
and a great American. ks 


I know that you were a friend.of Sam, there>~ 







| fore you ean easily understand my sorrow. co 
Best wishes and warmest regards a 
fb As wrthsf . 
aad 1 
QO 
cs 
© 
‘ we ‘s 
Addressed to Mr. Fraser Wilkins, NE 
= sc 
is No as 
q DC/R | / ns fa ~/ 
a 7 o 
Ane. f 1 ~~ 


97, rue du Stand 
Geneva, Switzerland 
May 31st 1957 


Dir, - 


"A mutual friend wrote last April and suggested that 
a meeting with you could be useful in our efforts to help 
free Egypt from a destructive pro-communist police regime 


and free the Arab world from the communist danger which is 
quite serious. 


I am sincerely sorry that my circumstances did not 
allow me to make the trip to Bonn to meet you but I hope to 
have this pleasure at a future opportunity. I wrote to you 
on May 3rd a long letter and addressed it to. your Hotel in ~~ 
Bonn but was returned to me as you had left. one 


| Owing to the present appalling conditions in our countries ~ 

I am taking the liberty of writing. again to you. It is quite . 

probable that most of what I say has already reached you but I 

feel bound to the Egyptian people, on whose behalf I claim that 

I can speak and express their views, and the Arabs, with several 

of whose leaders I am in constant contact, to communicate their 

views and hopes to your government. Ting 
= 


. But I feel also bound towards them to express to you 
their deep feeling of gratitude to your country and sincere 
appreciation of the magnificient, unequivocal and firm support | 
the U.S.A. gave Jordan and her Kirig and which, no doubt, was ~ 
the decisive factor in that crisis. 


Believe me, Sir, every Arab, and especially every Egyptian, . 
is blessing President Eisenhower and the U.S.A. for the results 
- obtained in. Jordan which brought to everyone in our countries 
eclatant rays of hope, of a dawn that will put an end to a very 
long dark night of horror and indignity. s . 


' In saying this, I am expressing the sincere feelings .. 
and hopes of the Egyptians in particular and the Arab§in general. 


But on the other hand allow me to say that conversations | 
we had with some American diplomats dim those hopes. Apparently 
the State Dept. still believes that Nasser is not really a pro- 
communist) and that there is hope to detach him from the Soviet 
orbit and/ that the anti-communist measures of King Hussein were 
taken with Nasser's support, approval pr, blessing. 

\ 


! 


Allow me, Sir, oes a if such were the views of the | 


State Dept. it will be most distressing to me and to everyone 


in Egypt and other Arab countries. 


It will certainly be most discouraging to those who are 
fighting and trying, as best as they could, to establish in 
Egypt and the Middle Bast ‘good democratic regimes and create 
a constructive cooperation with your country and other anti- 
communist countries. a 


If Nasser's past of deceit, double-facing and dqubile- 


crossing with his colleagues and chiefs since the start of the 


= 


Military ‘mouvement in July 1952 and if the same methods of 
deceit, double-facing and double-crossing he employed with the 
Arab states and with other powers particularly with the U.S.A., 
if all this was not enough to make the State Dept. see clear 
in Nasser it will be most distressing and discouraging to all 
of us in the Arab World and will] make us feel skeptical about 
the usefulness of our efforts. _ | 


Up to now Nasser found out that deceit got him appreciable 
dividends from the West from the start in 1952 until late in 
1955 and since then from the East. ‘With the difference that 
while certain Western diplomats, through inexperience or black- 


mail, misinformed their governments which in their turn! acted 


naively towards Nasser, the Russians, who had their Egyptian 


_ men all around him, were always vigilant and cleverly manouvered 


to place him in a tight ring in which he could not move except 
in the direction they wanted. . 


You certainly know by now that young King Hussein was 
unaware of the plot prepared to eliminate him and proclaim a 
republic until the last minute, until the day Abou Nowar and 
accomplices had chosen to make their coup. ‘It was thanks to 
the Bedouin officers and to the counter-plan prepared by them 


‘in accord, with chiefs of their tribes that the coup failed. 
Hussein, up to this very moment did not want even to believe 


that Abou Nowar and Hayari were traitors and thought that the 
Bedouins wanted only. to force his hand in appointing one of 
their men as chief of staff. It was only when Hussein went to 
Zerka and gaw what happened there that he reacted. 


Russians knew that one of the favourite tricks Nasser 
usually has recourse to was to assure every Westerner he meets 
that he was. not pro-communist and that on the contrary he 


. fights communism and had a special office created, under his 
‘ control as premier, for this purpose. 


a 


e 
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What the Americans and Westerners, to whom Nasser 
generously caters ;such assurances, do not know is that the 
idea of the creation of; that office was inspired by his 
communist aides ahd th Ls up to now while it arrests, from. 
time to time, as Soumadt et agitators, opponents of the regime 
or outspoken critics of its failures or loud complainants 
or a few insignificant young communist dupes, this same 
office shields real active communists and encourages their. 
activities. 


’ When 17 communists were brought before a court martial 
only the three least dangerous were sentenced and the fourteen - 
most active, amongst whom was the secretary of the party, 
were acquitted and released to resume their subversive work. 


When a young man, Mostafa Mohmoud, printed a book, 
"God and the Man", which preaches gos eri denies the existence 
of God, ridicules the apostles and prophets, and denounces all 
religions, Islam, Christianity and Judaism, and thus commits 
a crime severely punished under existing laws it was this same 
special office that instructed the Attorney-General not to. 
prosecute the author and publishers under the pretext of the 
freedom of ideas and to indefinitely prolong the enquiry. 


This freedom is only allowed for eeninte books and — 
publications. 


This method of eanti-communist. assurances ~iven by Nasser, 
‘especially to his American visitors, suits the sussians who en- 
couragg@him to do. it because they know that if America believes 

that Nasser is not pro-communist.and is amenable to the West 
she will not feel the necessity of taking quick and decisive 
‘action in the Middle Bast to put an end to their penetration 
eng domination. 

The way America reacted to the Jorden conspiracy, the 
way she rapidly dispatched her formidable Sixth Fleet to the 
Easterny ! Meditterranean with loud, specific and clear warnings, 
further convinced the Russians that Nasser!s deceit methods 
were most appropriate and they inspired stooges in Egypt and 
| Syria to multiply affirmations of non-communism. Official 
statements to this effect became more frequent in both countries 
and we are reliably informed that they will continue., 


‘ We are also informed.from reliable sources close to 
Nasser that the Russians have directed him and the Syrian rulers 
to try to patch up differences with Britain and France and. 


resume normal relations with ‘them. t 


poo: ow ; 


Nasser, - Ed sent to Switzerland Mr Kamal Abdel. 
Nabi his former ambassador in Paris with a few assistants and 
Colonel Sarwat Okasha former military attaché there to dis- 
creetly, try conciliation with the French but as far as we know 
they failed in their Mission for personal reasons. Other 
delegates were sent and are presently visiting France or on 
their way to it one composed of Dr Ahmed Selim secretary to 


the Production Board, and two other members who are going to 


discuss the execution of the first part of the High Dam Project 
by French companies and French credits. 


Others are negotiating the sale of cotton etc. etc... 
' ‘The Syrians are making other contacts. 


Conciliatory declarations by ministers and official 


- spokesmen and moderate press and radio comments in Egypt and 


Syria replaced, with magic suddenness, the violent attacks 
launched against Britain and France for over three years. 


Measures previously taken by Egypt. and Syria against 
Britain and France are being abolished or eased. 


By oe policy the Russians also seek to detach Britain 
and France from America, seizing the opportunity of their 
bitter disappointment with the U.S.Suez policy. | 


' { z 
, All these facts show that Nasser is simply a Russion 
stooge completely and inescapablly in their hands. 


: If Nasser were not really pro-communist and were 
fighting communism how is it that he is allowing all that 
continuous flood of communist propaganda to go on daily by 
Radio, either through the Voice of the Arabs or the Cairo 
Broadcasts, or through the Press, all of which is. government 
controlled and mostly owned by Nasser ? Or in books and 
publications never Bienes in Egypt before the present regime ? 


How is he ee every year delegations to communist 
congresses in Russia and other satellite countries ? 


A delegation of six hundred young tereiens is being 
selected by Nasser's Aides to go to Moscow to the so-called 


Youth Congress with four hundred Syrians. On the other hand 


we also know that, instructed by Moscow, the French Communist 
party is selecting hundreds of Arab students (especially 
Egyptians) amongst those who, study in France to send them 

to Russia for a few weeks' stay. 


All the key-posts are in the hands of fanatic communists. 


The chief of the Egyptian Police Forces who is supposed 
to combat communism is a well-known convinced communist and 
is forming communist cells amongst the officers and men under 
his REG ES 

The man who controls the stage and masgeduoation is a 
,well-known communist. Ahmed Hamroush is well-fmown to the 
American Embassy. Three or four years ago the U. Ssh. govern- 
ment invited the newly graduated staff officers to visit America 
. but when the names were communicated to the American Embassy 
Ahmed Hamroush was refused being a reputed communist and he 
was only accepted after insistance and a aa 


There are several other instances that show beyond doubt 
that Nasser, willy-nilly, is dragging Egypt and other Arab 
Countries into the communist den. 
The Russians know that it was Nasser who widely opened 
the doors of the Middle East to them and that if he disappears 
their activities will end and everything they gained will be 
rapidly and totally lost. 
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They know that ates whemmne aur have in Beypt and: Syria 
are small fry who have no value without Nasser and who could be 
easily eliminated once Nasser is suppressed. This is why they 

want him to continue and they do everything possible to help 
rn to continue. Meantime they took every precaution to keep 
him under their thumb and this is why they are not worried by 
his occasional flirtations with Americans. They even encourage 
him to do it more frequently. 


It is they who inspire the sweet hope-giving declarations 
and the violent attacks. 


The severe set-back suffered because of Jordan nade them 
modify their CLA LeRe Ns 


They and Nasser do not admit defeat in Serdan and are 
continuing their intrigues against brave King Hussein and un- 
less firm. support and sufficient aid. are accorded him, they will 
be able to create trouble again in that small country.and get rid 
of the King and his supporters. 


They are continuing the Jordan battle on Lebanese terri- 
tory. : In fact one of: their most important objectives now is 
Lebanon. 


1 
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| It was thanks to the courage of its President, Monsieur 
Camille Chamoun, that this small but robust country could re- 
pulse the waves of vicious onslaughts launched against it. At 
the risk of his life and the lives of some of his supporters 
President Chamoun heroically resisted Nasser's most unscrupulous 
campaign of corruption, subversion, intimidition and vilifica- 
tion to which other heads of Arab States and politicians had 
- succumbed at one time or the “other. 
' Now Nasser and the Russians are seizing the opportunity 

of new elections in July to double their nefarious efforts spend- 
ing large amounts of money to have their men elected with the 
ultimate. purpose of ousting President Chamoun and imposing a 
pro-communist regime. 


In doing this Nasser and the Russians are éncouraged by 
the resuit they had previously obtained in similar elections in 
Jordan, with the difference that in the Lebanon there will be no . 
Monarch who can use his prerogatives to stop the communist venom. 


Again I feel sorry to suggest that financial aid should 
be given without delay to President Chamoun to help him counteract 
the methods used by Nasser and the Russians. It was lack of funds 
in the proper hands and too-much of it in improper ones that 
ee obtain a pro-communist majority in Jordan. 


Unless generous aid is discreetly and rapidly given Presi- 
dent Chamoun: pro-communist elements will be able to*have a majority 
through corruption andi subversion. 


This will be a tremendous disaster not drt to Lebanon 
but to all the Arab countries fraught with far-reaching 
catastrophic : consequences. It will have serious repercussions. 
in Jordan offsetting what was done and encouraging irresponsible 
pro-communist elements to move again and try to suppress King 
Hussein and his aides. 


It will definitely establish communist rule in Syria. 


It will extremely weaken the pro-west elements in Irak 
and encourage subversion and agitation which the Royal Family 
and the Government have been successfully combating. 


It will create a great deal of trouble and worry for 
King Saud in his Kingdom and outside of it. 


Information we lately received from Riadh, the Saoudie- 
Arabian capital, reveals that King Saoud had dteaéversd Nasser 
plots to kill him and has seized arms and explosives hidden in 
his palace by a Palestinian employee, Toukan, who confessed that 
they were given to him by Nasser's military attaché for criminal 
a a 


\ 
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“Such: plots by Nasser's military stiwonte were A eioenied 
in several other countries besides Lebanon, Jordan and Saoudie- 
Arabia as-Irak, Lybia, The Sudan and Ethiopia, not to mention 
serious intrigues in Morocco and Tunisia. iHven Sweden had to 
expel the Egyptian MEL tay Attaché. 





Egyptians, on whose behalf I claim that I can talk and 
express their views, and Arab leaders with whom I am in constant 
contact are very much worried by these endless and audacious 
plots and intrigues and particularly by the long-time methods 
Ameyica is. adopting in. the Middle East. It is time that Russians 
need.to have at any price to regain the lost ground and continue 
thejr penetration. 


| The way Jordan-was saved and communism suffered a resounding 
defeat shows that strong and quick action is the only way to put 
an end to a very dangerous situation. » 
This situation was created by one man, Nasser, whose un- 
limited ambitions, arrogance, ignorance and tnexperience landed 
‘him in the clutches of the kussians. 


| This situation will change completely and rapidly if this 
man disappears from the scen¢é, To hope to win him over with time 
or get rid of him through a long policy of isolation will be 
playing the Russian game. Their aim is to bolshevize the Arab 
world through the masses and not through the governments. 
Ignorant, impoverished and frustrated masses are most receptive 
to communist ideas especially when their rulers lay the blame 
of their misery on the Imperialist and Colonialist West and 
American greed for petrol. Russians use the heads - like Nasser, 
Sabri e].-Assali and Sarraj - to get a free hand for the diffusion 
of their Rropagahda and to hamper the West from reacting. 


Arabs have never experienced Russian domination before and 
newspapers are not allowed to publish anti-communist uprisings 
as the Hungarian one, and if they happen to hear of them they are 
told that it was American intrigues that fomented them and 
American propaganda that is exaggerating reports about them. 


In talks site American ‘diplomats we were always told that 
it is up to the Egyptians themselves to change Nasser and get rid 
of his malevolent and destruttive regime. We were frequently 
asked how could we expect America to do this in our place. 


Such questions would have been justified had not America 
and her allies encouraged. and helped Nasser to seize power, 
establish his authority and impose his regime on an unwilling 
PROD les . 


AH op tein ts 
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_ In July 1955, I had the honour of sénding to the President 

of the U.S.A. and to-the Prime Minister of Britain two notes; 

one on the Nasser regime and its record of tyranny, torture, . 

corruption and mediocrity and the second on its communist trends, 

with a covering letter dated July 5th 1955 in which we saia: 


-"Mr. President, as stated in a letter addressed to Sir 
Anthony Eden, Prime Minister H.B.M.Government, the Egyptian 
leaders who participate with we neither expect nor suggest that . 
the Western Powers assist in /the overthrow of the existing dicta- 
torial regime. Such a step would be contrary to national dignity 
and international, practice. {It is our firm belief that such a | 
tyrannical political system must inevitably collapse. Further- 
more, the best national interests require that the regime be 
allowed to'die a natural death, with the minimum disorder, thus 
sparing the country the disastrous consequences of violent and 
chaotic events, which would only benefit the most dangerous ele- 
ments - the communists. ts 






. "We submit, however, that while seeking no outside help: 

in ridding Egypt of the present totalitarian rule, we rightfully 
and hopefully expect that all foreign powers, particularly those 
interested in the stability, welfare and peace of the Middle East; 
will abstain from any action that might either directly or in- 
directly, help to prolong the life of a regime which, from all 
points of view, has proved disastrous botH to Sgyptidn and Arab 
communities, as well as to constructive international cooperation 
in the area, . 


"The tragic political and economic }conditions now plaguing 
the country ahd the inhuman qualities of the police state should 
constitute sufficient reason for the United States, a champion 
of human rights and liberty, to discontinue its support of Nasser's 
dictatorship. Furthermore, the United States Government must view, © 
with equal concern, ‘the tension caused by the military regime in ~« 
those Arab States where, with bribery and pressure, it has succeeded 
. in fomenting feuds and friction between Arab States." ‘ 


se 
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Unfortunately this appeal was not heeded. On the contrary 
America and: her Allies gave Nasser every possible help to remove 
General Naguib and the moderate, liberal military and civilian 
elements in'the country and impose and foster his regime inspite 
of its black record of violence and corruption. 


‘ 
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Western countries gave Nasser the green light to dissolve 
all parties, associations anc organisations and ban the constitu-_ 
tion of new ones, imprison and torture all. political and intellec.- 
tual leaders, abolish the constitution anc suppress every freedom 
and subject the country through terror to one of the most inhuman 
regimes. 


The American attitude during the Suez crisis was purpdsely 
misrepresented and extensively exploited by Nasser to give him 
a big build-up and represent him as a great Arab hero greater 
thaw Saladin. ' 


; It is unfair after all this to expect Egyptians alone to 
be able to readjust the situation’in their country and bring it 
back to normal conditions. 


They expect America to help save their country and all 
the Middle East. from the communist danger. 


We are ready to indicate how such help could be given and 
what could be and should be done.. 


If for any reason the American Government prefers to go 
on with its long-term methods we expect that it will refrain 
from giving Nasser any financial or economic help, | 


According to his own collaborators, ‘who came: to. — 


to look for credits, .the regime is completely bankrupt and 


shortly will be unable to’ pay salaries. It has befngy living 

on expediency amongst which is the printing of bank-notes of 
small values (less than one pound) which does not come under 
the control of the National Bank of Egypt. He had notes to the 
amount of about onehundred million pounds printed and cannot 

do this any more. He cannot pay salaries or large credits in 
notes of one half*or a quarter of a pound notes. 


We are assured by high offipials of the Ministry of 


Finance that if he does not get outside help he will shortly 


be unable to pay government officials' salaries. 


Sanath one in the country have extremely deteriorated 
and misery has increased to the extent that people are becoming 
more outspoken in their complaint and more audacious in their 


eriticim and -more desperate in their attacks. 


We know that he feels the storm approaching this is 


‘why he is, trying hard to get help from you. He sent Ahmed 


Abboud to the States for this object and he is relying on 
Ambassador Hare to negotiate aid. 


10 


Curious enough that at the time He is trying to get 
American aid his papers and radio stations are fiercely 
attacking America, President’ Eisenhower and pe State Secretary. 
) 
More curious is that these attacks are continuously 
directed against America which saved his head while near-carresses 
and kisses are given to Britain which nearly ' eliminated him. 
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SUBJECT: Reported Declaration of Muzahim al-PACHACHI on Federation with Egypt 
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On July 2, 1957, the Baghdad daily newspaper, al-Bilad, carried the text of a 
a, statement purportedly made in Cairo by former Iraqi Prime. Minister Muzahim I s 
al—PACHACHI to the effect-that the Arab states should federate with Egypt. yg 


"The only hope for the Arabs", he was quoted as having said, "lies in 
federation with Egypt. » Egypt is! the heart of the Arab world. I cannot imagine 
a real Arab renaissance. without Egypt. Please tell the Egyptians that the Iraqis 
are exactly like other Arab a - they believe in Egypt." 


Comment : 


Anyone taking note of this statement should bear in mind that Muzahim ~ 
al-Pachachi is widely known as the ‘ranking Egyptephile in Iraq. (Contender for 
the title, Najib al-RAWI, is presently serving as Iraqi Ambassador to Turkey.) 
Certainly his sentiments do not represent those of other Iragi "elder statesmen", 
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Evidence that his admiration for Egypt is not entirely: unrequited can be 
found in a remark made by the Counselor of the Egyptian Embassy during the Suez 
crisis last December, This Egyptian said that none of the older group of ex-Prime 
Ministers, with the exception of Muzahim al-Pachachi, could possibly satisfy. the 
- demands of the CEs 


See 


For the Ambassador: 


Aphetra Zhe. dh han : 


Nicholas G. Thacher | 
First CTS | of Embassy § 
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DATE: July 29, 1957 
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SUBJECT: Nasser's Speeches of July 22 and July 26 . = - 
» b ; 
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Jacques Andreani, Attache, £ 
French Embassy . { ka t 
NE - Wells Stabler I ae 
oe 

COPIES TO: NEA (lcc) Amembassy, Paris (lcc) GU 
NE . (1cc) Amembassy, Cairo (lcc) : = 
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Mr. ieavesnt came by this afternoon to discuss Nasser's speeches of July 22 j\. 
and July 26. He wondered what the Department's view was on these utterances. I (/) 
said that we had not had the opportunity to study the speeches at any length but Uj 
that our first impression was that the speeches contained nothing particularly N 
new. I said that the July 26 speech appeared to offend almost everybody, and it 
was difficult to tell exactly why Nasser had chosen to speak so strongly with re- 
gard to certain of the Arab states. I said the surprises in the speeches were 
perhaps more the omissions than what he actually said. I told Mr. Andreani that 
our reports indicated the two speeches had not been received with any noteworthy 
public enthusiasm which in itself must have been annoying to Nasser. I emphasized 
that it was difficult to reach any definite conclusion about the speeches at this 
stage and that their full significance would only become clear with the passage of 
time when we were able to see what course of action Nasser proposéd to follow. I 
indicated that Nasser has stated on several occasions that he contemplated no new 
actions, but intended to see how the situation developed. I stressed that this 
. did not mean, of course, that he would not be active behind the scenes, such as’ 


with regard to Oman, but that he would be perhaps more cautious s any grandstand 
plays. ~ 
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xo The Lebanese Ambassador, Dr. Victor Khouri, called at his request. «yy 
we on Mr. wanes at 4:30 p.m., on Tuesday, July 30./ ’ 
4. 4 
‘ r's Ju s « Dr. Khouri asked what the reaction of : 3 . 
the U.S. Government was to Nasser's July 26 speech. Mr. Berry replied rey 
that the speech had been no more nor less than we had expected. Our ~“! 
impression of Nasser was such that we did not expect anything better 
or, in fact, anything else. We were not in the least disturbed by the 
speech and expected to take no public notice of it. Mr. Berry remarked 
that a telegram from our Ambassador in Beirut, who had discussed the . 
speech with President Chamoun, indicated that it was President Chamoun's 
thinking that the best tactic was to take no notice of ‘the speech in 
order not to dignify it. We considered this an astute observation and 
' our reaction was parallel to President Chamoun's. 
Dr. Khouri asked what Mr. Berry thought might have been behind 
Nasser's speech. Was there, for instance, any intimation that he might 
change his policies vis-a-vis the other Arab states. Mr. Berry replied 
that he had not read any such intention into the speech and that he 
considered that Nasser would be unwilling, to change his policies toward ie 
the free Arab states unless they, in turn, were willing to become sate{- Ss 
' lites. Mr. Berry commented that he thought the speech displayed a ee a 
5 _ “> tration on the part of Nasser that he had so far been unable to bring , en , 
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the free Arab countries under his control. Mr. Berry, in reply to a 


further question from Dr. Khouri, said that he saw nothing in the speech 
which indicated that Nasser intended to move closer to the U.S. 


‘ 


Oman. Dr. Khouri asked whether Nasser was iectnaine to regain some 


of his former influence with King Saud. Mr. Berry replied that he did 


not think so, While Nasser might try to use the developments in Oman 

to this end, King Saud had not shown much excitement over what was hap= 
penning in Oman, and we had heard very little from him about it, © 

Mr. Berry said that he suspected that the tribes in Oman were being 
agitated by the Egyptians and by left wing elements acting with or through 
the Egyptians, There was no evidence that Saud was behind the recent 
incidents in Oman. Mr. Berry added that it would not surprise him if 
King Saud also suspected tae Egyptians of inciting certain Omani tribes, 


Buraimi, Dr. Khouri asked: whether a settlement of the U.K.—Saudi 
controversy over Buraimi might help Saud's position in the Middle East 
and bring him even closer to the West. Mr. Berry replied that we had 
felt that if a friendly compromise could be reached between the U.K. 
and King Saud on Buraimi, such agreement would constitute an important 
stabilizing factor in the Middle East. Mr. Berry added that the U.S., 
of course, supported a substantial British position in the Persian Gulf 
so long as that position was maintained in a moderate and progressive 
manner, 
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FROM :Amconsul General DAMASCUS 


TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. 


{ 


REF : Joint WEEXA Noe 12, American Embassy, Taghdad, iarch 21, 1958 , m 


; foes 3 : .* = 
SUBJECT: Arab Union Radio Station a on Nasser ,,,. . Ait 
2 a Pep ‘ : r - 


r JOINT STATE-USIA UESSAGE | sa | 


Item 1 in tne Psychological Section of the commmnication under reference 
reported that the director of the Arab Union Radio Station believes that the 
station's anti-NASSER propaganda is having some effect in Damascus. An attempt 
has been made to assess the validity of this observation. 


The Consulate General finds it difficult to obtain accurate information on 
the question, but o:fers the following based on an informal survey among Syrian 
employees o* the post and USIS plus linited comaent from other Syrian SOUPCESe 


Er - 


DEY 
Ss 
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1. Listenership. There seems little qestion that the station's audience in 
Damascus has increased considerably in recent months. Nearly all of the higher. 
level employees say that they are now regular listeners to the station's evening 
news and commentary., They add that a large number of their friends, including 
people of longstanding pfo-Nasser sympathies, tune in nightly. The reason: "to ,\ 
find out what the other side’ is saying." 


2. Signal Strength.: Since the installation of new transmitting equipment 
last year, the station's signal has become competitive with that of Eryotian 
stations. It is now at most hours as good as or better than that of Radio Cain. 


3. Credibility. Most Syrians who were queried -rated the credibility of the 
news and commentaries on the low side. As one put it, "You cannot bring dow a 
hero just by calling him a scoundrel." All recommended that the station "halt 
its blunt name-calling" and attempt to be more subtle. As an example of the type 
of approach which lowers credibility, almost all cited the recent claim (originated 
by Kol Israel) that Nasser had in effect suggested that Israel might be invited 
to join the United Arab States. They feel that this was so peepoutsrae as to 
affect the validity of all of She station's broadcasts. 


a cca 


eo 


Comment. The Consulate General ielidves that a concentrated wities attack 
_on Nasser, tempting thouzh it may be as a response to Damascus and Cairo Radio 
attacks on the Arab Union, may prove largely counter-productive. Syrians é 
traditionally give their strongest support to one of their own kind (Nasser now 
: fits that classification) when attacked by a non-Syrian. Factual reports raising 
questions, for example, ae specific UAR pealage with the USSR might be 
| more effective. 
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An additional factor is the affect of the station's policies on the Syrijan 
concept of American relations with the UAR. Syrians consider that the United 
States and Great Pritain are directly involved in Arab Union Radio affairs. 
Therefore, not only is it difficult for the United States to maintain, in Syrian 
eyes, an appearance of impartiality toward the two Arab sides if its friends in 
Traq are carrying on a bitter campairn against Nasser, but it is Assumed that 
such attacks emanate from Arab sources which are less than "independent." 





ert A. Lincolr 
blic Affairs Officer 


cc: American Embassy BAGHDAD 
American Embassy CAIRO 
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